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ﬁbliday boasts i”nterééting history

ha dea of not judging a book by s cover
I could be extended to Valentine's Day Be-
neath all the TV commarcials, window dis-
plays and endless red and pink heart candies,
mugs and boxer shors is an ancien! celebration
that evolved from ancient Greece
According to the Greek biographer Plutarch,
the holiday, then called Lupercalia and celebral-
ed on Feb. 15, was a purnfication ritual devoted
to Pan, the god of sheep and the countryside
Pan helped shepherds by scanng wolves away
During the celebration, boys hall undressed
like Pan ran through the streets whipping people
with braided thongs. Young women let tham
selves be lashed, believing it would help concep
tion and delivery
it is also legend that men drew women's
names from a lottery and paired themselves with
their draw for the rast of the year or at least for
the duration of the celebration
The story of how the celabration of Lupercalia
is tied with Saint Valentine has many versions,
but the story's base 1s similar
During the same epoch, Christians such as
Bishop Valentine of Terni advocated the sanctity
of marriage and 'aith 1o a single partner Why
history can'l tell, but possibly after making a nu
sance of himself at a celebration, Claudius Il had
Valentine beheaded one Feb 14 circa 270 A D
Christians declared Valentne a saint. Whan
they became the ruling power, they substituted
ther saints' names lor those ofl old Greek and
Roman dates and celebrations The goal it
seems, was to abolish tha celebrations entirely
It seems thal they succeeded on the Europe
an mainland, but somehow Luperca
lia’'Valentine's Day survived on tha British Isles
atter being carned over by tha Romans

By mediaeval t'mes, the E";_:"J‘ appilied to
themselves the popular belie! that birds mated
mid-February, thus
testivities

Geoftirey Chaucer, author of the Canterbury
Tales, wrote "For this was on
Day. when every lowl cometh to choose his
make (Mmate)

Valentine's Day was a far more senous altair
then than it is today At this ime, a man s choos
ing a woman as s Valentine equaled a mar
rage proposal “And cosyn, uppon Fryday
sent Volentynes Day, and every brydde chesyth
hym a make (mate).” wrote Dame |
Burews 10 her cousin and future son n- law
John Paston

Valentine's Day remamned an “en
day” for several centuries For those not ready
to marry or already marned, Valentine's was a
day lor exchanging gifts such as gartaers, gloves
poetry and jewelry. olten through the old lottary
system From one young man fo his sweetheart
Blush not, my fair, at what | send, s a fond
present from a friend These garters, made of
siken twine, ware fancied by your Valentine

wdding further meaning to

Sain! Valentine s
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Amaong the wealthy, gifts were sometimes
avish. Lady Arabella Stuarnt recewved a LT
worth 800 English dollars from the Duke of York
Who knows how
dollars, but BOO anything must have bean a lor

fung at the ime

much money that s in

>0 instead ol malgning Hallmark hne

15, "II's Valentr ()
bout a Iittie action?” or "Who says oppo

tract, ook at us,” think about

es Day, lights, camera, how
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Continued from Page 108

the most prominent gay pilay
wnghts whose play Torch Song munication
T'rifogy won two Tony Awards ar

Terrence McNally's
Mother plays on a more sarnous
tone It deals with a young man's
altemp! lo reconcile .n.._'.r- Mis
over s geath and estabhsh com

n with his lovar s

Andre's Safe Sex and Andre's M
ar will play from Fab 1
I Tance .I" I'
t moaa! eraler ! ird Ma
$1 donation w @ accepled
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Ming Rodrigues

TERIYAKI
ALLEY

BEBIN RICE
CHICKEN BREAST
STEAK 350 |
YAKISOBA |
NOODLES.........ce.....19.3.50
sm.2.50
TER! BEEF.....c.ccorrnrn3.50

5.50 I

1306 HILYARD ¢ 345-9555
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671 West Centennial only

Glamour Girls and Guys

Nail Speciﬁls

call 741-2812

Acrylic NailsS?_SO_Q Fills $70Q00

Natural Look

54500

Paul Mitchell
kKenra
Redkin
Matrin
Aveda

Hatr Products Nexxus
741-6012

expires 3-7-92

671 West Centennial Blvd. » Springﬁeld, OR 97477

lﬂ 54 00 credit for each retenal
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Kick
Valentine’s Day oft
the right way!

N

Choose safe sex or abstinence
REMEMBER:
Caring doesn’t end on
Valentine’s Day
Colored condoms

available at the
Student Health Center
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Pertormers needed to work as Resident Assistants! I
Featuring responsible, outgoung, enthusiastic, and canng individuals. A ]

)

Cumulative 25 g pa and 2 years college or Jumior standing are requined

Mok up your appheation at the University Housing, Othice (6 4277)
MNote: Mandatory informational meeting esther February 11, 12 or 13

Feb. 11: Carson Gold Room, 7PM
Feb. 12: University Inn, Main Lounge, 7PM
Feb. 13: Bean West Conference Room, 7PM

Application Deadline is February 17, 1992
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VALENTINE
HOLIDAY
FUN RUN/WALK

Entry deadline:
Thursday, Feb. 13, noon
Partners’ race but smgles are
welcome
Course route: A two mile course
on a flat portion of UO
campus

Entry cost: $1 per persan

i)

To register come by the RIM
office at 103 Gerlinger
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239 E. 14TH
344-1034
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