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Ralls’ death begins
discussion on topic

The only minutely positive thing about tragedy 18
that sometimes, good comes out of it

The death of 18-month-old Springfield boy Joshua
Ralls ranks high on the list of obscene. needless trage-
dies. When a child is the victim of such outright abuse,
anger follows.

While the facts are not all in on this case, the cir-
cumstances warrant a discussion of what can be done
to prevent further occurrences.

Child abuse is one of the more heinous u.-m--\
And the people who must determine what is and what
isn't child abuse — nurses, schoolteachers and social
warkers, to name just a few — are in an extremely un
enviable position.

Where to draw the line? Stiffening current
would inevitably lead to a child taken from a home
without due cause. Families have a tough enough job
they don't need any

laws

these days just staying together
senseless heartache from the government

Clearly, draconian
child abuse laws are not a

simple solution. Yes, more CIeady,
draconian child

victims would be found,
but  spreading  the  net

would also trap many in ame ’aws are
nocents The woll-de ﬂO' a s’nﬂe
served stigma of a child solution. Yes,

abuser should not be giv
en lightly or without suth
cient reason,

Is it better to risk un

movre victims
would be found,

fairly accusing a parent of de‘ng the
child abuse, rather than net would also

risk the lite of a child? Put m many
so blatantly, ves. But the ‘nmen‘s- m

situaton 15 not that

straipghtforward. Knee-jerk well-deserved
reactions do more harm s‘igm ofa chi’d

than good

Tron ikt it abuser should not
wn what is the an .
swer? Perhaps streamlin be given lightly or
g the  process would  without sufficient
help, Because child abuse
falls under so many differ
ent categories, social and
legal, jurisdiction is vague and unclear. With so many
ditferent agencies having a say-so, the system moves
with the monolithic slowness of a typical bureaucracy
Too often, suspected child abuse is reported, and
while the Ale moves through the channels, something
sadly, tragically happens to the child. Then, legally, i

reason.

is easy to prove child abuse, but far too Late

Gov. Barbara Roberts has called for a paring down
of government agencies to improve the bureaveratic as
well as fiscal situation. The groups dealing with child
abuse should be her Lirst stop

For people interested, Ralls® funeral will be held 2
pom. today at West Lawn Memorial Park and Evergreen
Funeral Home in BEugene, 225 S Dancbo Ave
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