
EDITORIAL 

Ralls’ death begins 
discussion on topic 

The only minutely positive thin}.; .ibout tragedy is 

that sometimes. good comes out of it 

The death of 18-month old Springfield boy Joshua 
Kails ranks high on the list of obscene, needless trage 
dies When a child is the victim of such outright abuse, 

anger follows. 
While the facts are not all in on this lase. the cir- 

cumstances warrant a discussion of what can he done 
to prevent further o< currences 

Child abuse is one of the more heinous < rimes. 

And the people who must determine what is and what 
isn't child abuse nurses, schoolteai hers and soi ial 
workers, to name just a few are in an extremely un- 

enviable position 
Where to draw the line? Stiffening current laws 

would inevitably lead to a child taken from a home 
without due cause. Families have a tough enough joli 
these days just staying together they don’t need anv 

senseless heartache from the government 
(.dearly, draconian 

child abuse laws am not a 

simple solution Yes. more 

vic tims would he tourid. 
but spreading the net 

would also trap many in 
nocents. The well de 
served stigma of a child 
abuser should not be giv- 
en lightly or without suffi 

lent reason. 
Is it better to risk tin 

fairly accusing a parent of 
hild abuse, rather than 

risk the life of a hild? Put 
so blatantly, ves Hut the 
situation is not that 
straightforward Knee jerk 
re.u turns do more harm 
than good 

Then what is the an- 

swer? Perhaps stroumlin- 
ing the process would 

help Hoc ause child abuse 
falls under so many differ 

Clearly, 
draconian child 
abuse laws are 

not a simple 
solution. Yes, 
more victims 
would be found, 
but spreading the 
net would also 
trap many 
innocents. The 
well-deserved 
stigma of a child 
abuser should not 
be given lightly or 

without sufficient 
reason. 

cut < ategories. social and 

legal, jurisdiction is vague and untleut With so in,ms 

different agencies having a s.u so, the system moves 

w ith the monolithic slowness of a tv picul burenm rat v 

Too often, suspected chiltl abuse is reported, and 
while the file moves through the channels, something 
sadly, tragically happens to the child I ben, legally, it 

is easy to prove child abuse, but tar too late 
liov Barbara Huberts has t ailed for a paring down 

ot government agent it's to improve the bureaut ratii as 

well as fiscal situation. The groups dealing with child 
abuse should be her first stop. 

I or people interested. Halls funeral will be held 2 

p m. today at West l awn Memorial l’ark and Kvergreen 
I uneral Home in Hugene, 22f> S. Danebo Ave. 
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LETTERS 

@#%&$! 
()is the evening ul |iii! I 

w ,iinvited In |>,irIV I wo 

friends and I rode our hikes 
then- and I ked ilu'tn In Iron! 

ol the house Things were going 
smoothly until the polli it (hu- 
gene s finest) arrived ready for 
iomh.it with riot gear and alti 
Hides 

The party of less than Hit) 

pe< pie was terminated. ami ev 

ervone was cooperative and 

dispersing The party goers were 

fort I’d to walk a gauntlet of 
about a dozen geared-up storm 

troopers m v self mi hole,! 
to leave till party 

As I hit the Sidewalk I at- 

tempted to go to ills hike so I 
lould leave as instrui led |usl 
then, an of I h it aggiessi v el y 
grabbed me by my shirt and 
said I couldn't walk that dins 
t«.:i on tin sidewalk When I 

attempted to explain the lot a 

lion of my hike. the officer 
fill sell her [1 Iglll si Hi. to 111 V 

head as it she were going to 

hash it ill After I ( mix ey ed to 
tier thai I w as w. II w ithin my 

rights and unafraid, sfe let go 
id me and pursued another 

snlew.dk ; illlin.ll III!) ill 

hand 
My qie slum to tie l.tigene 

j a 11 It e is Wh.lt s \ u u l p toll 
lem '" In mv lour years bee, the 
KIT) has displayed nothing but 
in. .impetrm >■ o, ei aggressive 
ness and a l.incy lor dispensing 
trivial In * ts A ill. you kn w 

my w liking, not com mg to a 

olliplete stop oil your hli yele 
a! untie, I'ssary stop signs, and. 
oi course the felonious act ol 

kaleboardmg' I'vt■ t■ iveil ( t 

rations lor all ot these illegal 
at t tv dies 

i, tor one an not down with 
the lilT) 

Jim Savage 
TCF 

Accusations 
1 personally resent the am u 

sat tons of hirstte Sihuniiuher 
( l H H:. Ian J 1) She says I "t at: 

not I omprehend tile lear ot the 
possibility of being taped 

Ibis is true 1 do know what 

II is like to suffer lfur concrete 
realities of being lie,ill'll I do 
know w fiat ll is like lo fear for 
my safety al night Now I know 
wiial it s like lo lie unfairly 
judged bis ause I'm male 

Do vcul know what it is like 
lo be told hi a public" safelv 
ser y c e. \\ e can't help because 
you are the wrong gender"'' 

l.veryone has a right to be 
safe from crime As a society 
w.- anno! afford to est.iblish .1 

mentality that says "women In' 

ing raped supersede men being 
assaulted, themlore. women re 

1 eive a sale ride home and men 

have 10 lend for themselves 
lie inverse is eipially umn 

ceptabh' 
Siai ic Palmer 1 (Jun 

suggests "e need Ic have ev- 

eryone as people work togeth- 
er to reduce the mstames ol 
violent crimes Had she read 
more than the opening para 
graph of m\ last letter, she 
would have seen I'm pushing 
for exactly the same thing 

Lastly, some advice to Lisa 
Harrell I 1)0!. Jail J t). Recent 
statistics state that someone 

you know is more likely to rape 
you ti.aii a stranger Depending 
oi. which study you choose to 

!u O-Ve HH ‘IM pen ent of all 

raj: '-s my ol\ e people who 
k- .iw ■■.; iI other Dim uusing 
:• w y a; 111.de friends will 
s, y e you tetter than fearing 
men randomly 

Jordan C. Lund 
English 

Gut buster 
Lucas | llutman. did you 

yvali h (Ham/ ( unyon or did 
someone tell you shut it' 

II you ysalit a film lo tie 'real 
to life.' then you Letter expect 
.1 lot ol subplots We .is humans 
are not limited to simply one or 

two story lines We ileal with 
many difterenl people everyday 
yxhu hose a story all their own 

I ifo not see where Steve Mar- 
tin plays comedy relief He is 

shot, has a personal revelation, 
discusses marriage and tries to 

validate his yvork This is come- 

dy 

LETTERS POLICY 
Tin- Drctfon Ihiih i.nu'ruld will attempt to print all 

iette:s ontaining comments or. topit s of interest to the 
l m versitv rommunitv 

Tetters to the editor most be 1.mated to no more than 
J50 words, iegdtle signed and the identification of the 
writ' : .st be verified when the letter Is submitted. 

The Fr.ire/d reserves the : to edit any hitter for 
length or style 

I'm sorry il overs stone hod 

moaning to i! Would you rath 
or si-e Mack and Ins wife dis 
cuss tlurir grocery list7 I rather 
unjoy dramas with u Sot ot 

meaning I usually like my en- 

tertainment to lie relevant to 

I i t e a n d not S o ill e Top 
(iumsh,” good rock music, ma- 

cho. r & a flu k 
I expect rev lews like this 

from the Knf’ish'rdu.irii ,s mov- 

ie geniuses and not you 

Scott Shea 
Student 

Best interests 
Wh.it do those who are ur 

roods seeking the removal o! 
A SI tO President Jennifer Bills 

hope to ai hievo7 Do they really 
think this is in the best interest 
of students' 

W ith the funding < rise- that 
is t urrenlly l.u mg the Univ ersi- 

ty and higher education in gen 
oral, it makes me su k that poo 
pie will spend so intn h energy 
over the far I that the l SS.\ 

constitution requires a tr.idt 
tionellv under-represented per- 
son to he their affirmative .11 

lion officer 
Does Henry Oberson really 

think it is in the host interests 
ot the student bod v to Incus on 

this issue7 He doesn't seem to 

ran that USSA is the single 
most effei live student lobbying 
group in tile nation 

It is clear that this is just an- 

other case of the' immense 
amount of politic al bullshit that 
exists among students at this 
university Only when people 
like Oberson grow up and de- 
cide to foc us on leal issues will 
students be taken seriously \o 

wonder the athletic department 
1 an get aw ay with siphoning off 
so muc h of our money 

Andy Harris 
Political Science 

CORRECTION 
In the l ob -I kmrrultl. I’hd 

Zuc kermtin's c ummentarv 

misquoted material from .Stu- 
dent 7ns urgent artic les The 
word ’Jewish was used in 

plac e of "Zionist” and Israe- 
li.” and several quotes and ci- 

tations were taken out of con- 

text The Emerald regrets 
printing these errors and apol- 
ogizes for any confusion they 
may have 1 aused 


