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We’d rather pout
than face truth

The truth hurts sometimes, don’t it?

Bad enough looking the economic fool in front of
the world and everybody, but now we have to hear it
from the new big kid on the block. Hard for us Ameri-
cans to take, with our egos at least the size of Lincoln
Continentals.

Tired of U.S.-directed hostilities, Japanese media
and government officials have given the gift horse back
his pift. Not willing to accept the responsibility for
America’s anger, they are now luying the blame for
strained relations at the feet of LS. oversensitivity,
misunderstanding and inaccurate reporting

Well, we always were
touchy when it came to
our pedestal.

‘But too bad —
apology not
accepted. We'd
rather stay mad;
it’s easier that
way. The big bad

The latest comment
drawing the attention re
portedly came from Prime
Minister Kiichi Mivazawa,
reflecting an observation
previously vaiced by sev
eral other Japancse offi

clials. The messupe? Bas
Cully, that the Unined Japanese; it's
States s not on the eco ‘he’rfau"

ball, and we only

have ourselves to blame

After

o

America’s
economy is a

mess,
unemployment is
on the rise and
our cars won't

sell.

Mivazawa was
notified that he'd hurt
America’s  feclings, he
apologized, saying he sin
cercly hadn’t meant to do
s0; there was just a basi
lack of communication,

Hut too bad — apology
not accepted. We'd rather
stay mad; it's casier that way. The big bad Jupanese; it's
their fault America’s cconomy 18 a mess, unemploy
ment is on the rise and our cars won't sell. Their fault
this country is hurting. Not ours

Admit it — using a scapegoat works,

And it's awful, ain’t it, when someone beats us at
our own game. How dare they compete with us, and
win? Heck, we only wanted to force our market system
on the world if we remained king. Who do these guys
think they are anyway?

But wait. Jupanese officials have tried throughout
their economic rise to maintain peaceful relations with
the LS., vet tension continues to increase. Why?

For starters, we need someone to blame our trou
bles on, and we miss our place as number one in the
international economic game, So instead of looking for
the grain of truth in Japan’s observation of us, we'll
kitep our grudge: it's too hard to admit otherwise
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MR. SCIENNST, I HAVE AN
IDEA FOR COMPETING WiTy JAPAN.
WHAT DO YOU THINK ?
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[ weLL, im's NoT soMETHING ANYBOOY
NEEDS, SERVES NO PRACTICAL OR
SCIENTIFIC PURPOSE, WouLD COST

40,000,000,000.00 OR SO, AND
S NO ONE WOULD WANT TO BuY

IT EXCEPT YU —l‘
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[§ Anag 2 hak nould
» ed the cot
ami I the bona
hde N s, His commenlts are
ertainly worth repeating, espe
lv in hght of Zuckerman's
slunderous attacks on the edi
tors ol the ff]n.,':l;"v.r].'

Shahak told Murrell When
vou got back to the United
States, vou will have to decide
how to characterize Israell {:\ih
lics in your own way. You can’t

the words [ use because
first, nobody will believe you,
ind second, you will be called
w-hater, or worse. | know
whal o Nazi is. | survived one
group of Nazis, but now | live
Nazi stk my country
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LT antl
ewish'™ as he likes 1o say), that
thee result is to discredit avery

ralion has to
but dema-

whion he lalsely accus

t s nol debate

es the Insurgent of “Jew-ha
A St ke racism
\ | iphabia ind nss
hauvinism, s truly an insid
ree that must be fought
\oevary pportunity. But to
| e Zionism, which is a
1 tical 1deology, is not the
eing Jews. In fact,
I 1 hall the Jows in Israel are
¥ fuct, radical cri
tigues of Israeli state j"'!-' v like
those articulated by Murrell are
heard every day in Israel, and
quite often, on the floor of the
K the lsrael) parliament
So why sl Id Murrell, the
Insurgemt or anyone else give
ip the right to criticize lsrael
lor the lear ol the anti-Semitic

ihel, when Jews in Israel make
the same argumaoents?

his question, and many oth-
ers, remains sorely unanswered
by the hatred and resentment
recently directed at the Insur-
gent and its editors. The JSU
leadership is so sure they are
right lor so scared of debate?)
that they seek to intimidate and
silence opposing viewpoinls

| believe, on the other hand,
that everyone benefits from an
open and honest debate on the
questions of Zionism, national-
ism, and the rights of Palestini-
ans to a country of their own.
Hysteria and name-calling
serve only to obscure the real
iIssues al state

Zuckerman calls the Insur-
gent editors “'Jew-haters™ be-
cause we have allowed anti-Zi-
onist views to be expressed in
the paper. Yet, on page two of
every issue, our editorial policy
ALl articles, with the ex-
ception of unsigned editorials,

readds

L i (LR l -! .l;
al i nol neci 1 v Those of
the editorial collective

One mught thank at liest that
Luckerman, nol having deall

wilh the [nsumgent, 1s just nol

1 (WRAR L Wil s (R RRLRE

policy. However, such is not

the case. Zuckerman has con
tributed, by his own estimation
nearly a dozen articles to this
[II-<-|:' alion over the pasl two

1 knows what

viurrs. Zuckerma

he says to be untrue

I'he Insurgent editorial board
no more endorses the views ex
pressed in Zuckerman's and

numerous arti
favor Murrell’s
work. If the editors wish to take
]
editorials 1o do so. Zuckerman

’
olher Zionists

cles than we

ileclive position, we use

and his allies ought to know
bettor

Yet, no matter how mue

1 i
Insurgent 1s accused I ant
aemitism, i cannot derall our
commitment to debat
else can students engage in the
kind ol debate on Zionism that

appears in the February issue?
Zuckerman, |1SU co-director Jo
nahh Bookstein, Rabbi Hanan
Sills, and the entire progressive
Jewish community is now, and
has always been, welcome to
contribute to the paper. And on
numerous occasions, they have
done so

It was with this commitment
to debate in mind that Murrell
urged me to ask the JSU for an
opposing viewpoint when we
first discussed publication of
this piece. At the end ol fall
term, | took his advice

The JSU knows as well as
anyone that the "Jew-hating"”
claim is as preposterous as it is
baseless. Remember Zucker-
man's admission?

Truth is always the first casu-
alty of demagoguery. The fury
directed toward the Student In-
surgent, whose editors have
spent countless hours in the
struggles for peace, justice and
a hate and violence-free world,
oflers no solutions

Juson Moore is editorial page
editor of the Student Insurgent




