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: Committee to decide fate of owls or 3,000 jobs
b PORTLAND (AP) A Cabinel- cies Committee are covered in testimony that the 44 n nominated by Oregon Gov Barbara Roberts
X lew mmittee intended 1o be an  timber sales here will ]}rlulla(l' 3.000 jobs in the Pacifi his is only the third time since the Endangered Spe
escape valve for the Endangered Northwest, and that if the sales are not sold, American 0 Act became law in 1973 that the God Squad has
Species Act will r!t‘(.niu soon consumors will pay S'nnl: million in higher prices for 0 Convened 1o consider an exemption. An exemp
WAL S }':' ‘\I""" 3,000 timber jobs [”1_!'I."-' Procuse, Rubzick said : : tion for construction of the Tellico Dam in Tennessee
. o flyways for the threatened northern No one testified that the spotted owl would sufler ' :
. e Pt ot tE1he salo ro sold * ha WS denied in favor of a small fish called the snail dart-
; ol owl f e e tar -";\i “;hff_']:‘ '”{. ;'“I” ”“i‘ n ll- L Ui _' "_ ‘:' I ;""_ a er. And the proposed Greyrocks Dam on the Wyoming-
I hiroe wieoks ol expert T ....|.|--n\ .m:r ntense Cross- oo 10 U \. Hnony has been very vague and gener Nebraska border was turned down for one of the nrigi-
cxnmination on the issue ended in Portland last woek alized and didn't deal with these timber sales at all p i
; ) : : . nal endangered species, the whooping crane
Sometime 1o March or April, the commitlee, pop- Pal Parenteau, a lawyer representing US. Fish and : . Sl
known as the “God Squad,” will review the Wildlife, pointed to testimony from Barry Noon, a US Loggers, millworkers and Main him_o! hl.zsmvssm.l n
{ evidence and decide whether 1o grant  Forest Service ecologist, that the owl was even worse from timber country were not given 4 chance to testify
| b the first-evor exemption to the 19-year-  off than varlier belioved at the hearings I{‘l T-g}lﬂlm- 1|u their IIII'II|'!inllhl.\'i-].‘llju;ll.
) i ] | 5 At His conclusion that timber harvesting on BLM lands who l'_l"“r" the Go Nlm"_]" 1.;: - :“0 e b
1 part of o Larper battle over whether (o preserve  essentially has 1o cease for the owl to have any chance public testimony starting Feb. 12 in Portland
Specilically, the En-  for recovery was probably the most deamatic testimony Lujan convened the God Squad, saying he hoped it
decido whether to al- of the whole proceeding,” Parenteau said would bring an end to the long battle over the North-
A ' | Manape nt 1o sell mber Parenteau said BLM had failed 1o prove that the 219 west's forests. But it is really only a small part of a
1500 acres in million booned Teet of timber at stake was economically much larger conflict raging over federal lands in Wash:-
1 if when the nation uses 50 billion board feot ington, Oregon and Northern California
= S = = e Environmentalists have won a series of victories in
'."' Tit? kit e ""' L " RSt finc- Tt lawsuits charging the BLM and the Forest Service rou
. it i g tinely violated the nation’s environmental laws in plan-
. Y S h e ning timber sales in spotted owl habitat
' Just last week, a U.S. district judge in Portland
i blocked BLM timber sales in spotted owl habitat in Ore
I ) ¢ » agency failed to write an environmen
1 f Lhe ¢ waid the n ¢ could make moaot
: the a in squad does, because it covers the
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