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Students justified in
condom provision

It got the ball rolling. but it’s still only half way
across the field.

Five South Eugene High School students gave out
condoms earlier this week in an effort to call attention
to their request for condom dispensers at school.

Planethood Party, a group of student government
candidates, handed out 1,500 condoms in all — a legal
no no according to Eugene School District law. Princi-
pal Don Jackson was not a happy camper.

Juckson, who supports the students’ push for safe
sox via condom use, says they went about it all wrong.

Well, yes and no.

The students’ somewhat extreme bid for condoms
may have been a necessary catalyst in the situation.
Now that they've got everyone's attention, the issue
will have to be addressed. It may not have gotten such
quick action before.

That's the “no™ part.

The students missed the mark by not taking the
measure ali the way. In addition to handing out a safe
sex tool like condoms, something designed to increase
student’s knowledge of the subject would've made the
Party's message much more effective.

The handout is a good sign, coming in answer to
the school newspaper's survey findings that 90 percent
of the student body would like to sce a dispensing pro-
gram at school.

It shows today's kids are thinking about such is-
sues, proof that the messages are getting through. Good
1o see, since problems ranging from AIDS to teen-aged
pregnancy are growing in this country.

Hard as it may be for many parents to face, teen-
aged sex is a reality. Understandably, this is a hard fact
for parents to face. Ridiculously, however, it's primari-
Iy this group who objects to something like the student
hand out, believing that the action only condones sex.

What it actually does is make it safe; condoms
along with information about safe sex could literally
save the child they want so much to protect. It's in
their best interest, along with their children’s and the
entire community, to support this type of program for
these kids.

For the students who would participate in sex

anyway. (which is most), tools and knowledge could be
the best option offered them.
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I would like to :l'-[l:l:ld 1o
fark Serhus' (OQDE, Jan. 27)
commaent
ing by tirst doing a little self-in-
terested whining, then offering
a challenge to the University
Housing Board 1o consider il in
fact Amazon is to be rebuilt

iry on Amazon hous

First, we are not talking
about a few dollars rent in
crease (f Amazon is rebuilt, but
somewhere in the [1!':}'.[1}:\!{
hood of a $300 increase. This is

out ol range ol most of the sin

gle parents and GTFs who call
Amazon home. | don’t mind a
shoeot metal shower in exchange
for low rent, as | only intend to
be here three or four years, and
think of this as camping out,
because if | were paying more
for a nicer place, | would not be
in school

As for the results of the sur
vey circulated around Amazon,
East Campus, and Westmore
land, | am not surprised. As a
dedicated Amazon resident, |
would probably vote to tear
down Westmoreland. Of
course, my sell interest bumps
hard against the reality that
Amazon was intended as tem
porary in the days Cod was
young, and that sooner or later,
some students would be incon-
venienced by change

As a resident of Amazon and
a taxpaver, | too am concerned
about the bond money, and
would like to see it thoughtful-
ly spent in ways most benefi-
ctal for the student population
To this end, | would propose
the formation of a student job
pool, which would distribute
some of that money back to the
students in the form of wages
paid in exchange for doing con-
struction on these units, thus
utilizing skill of many older, re-
turning students who find the
present support network a little
thin. How about it?

Lee Green
Student
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