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OCA'’s hate petition
results in violence

They did it

Last Tuesday in Portland, the Oregon Citizens Alli-
ance turned in more than 23.000 signatures in its effort
t a Ccily
based on sexual preference

Should the Multnomah County Elections Division

O overturn ordinance '!;.|."..'|..".'.: discrimination

verify just 17,542 of those signatures, nothing will stop
the OCA initiative from going on the May 19 primary
batlot

Fhe Portland ordinance is just one of the cities the

(OCA has targeted. Closer to home, the OCA has sot its
sight on a similar initiative. In addition, OCA has spon

sored o statewide measure that would pretty much

strip away rights from everybody who doesnt tall into

the narrow category the group has deemed VTl
Enough is enough
One cannot say enough against the QCA. Its initia
tLives are pure .J!l-lli‘.ul!l':.:T"it hatd blankoted in the
American flag and distort
ed Bible-thu ng. The
OCA cent ke A brick through
time th mall - the window of an
¢ U 0w OCA-supporting

" .« business does
Horone i nothing to
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4 viewpoints — if
anything, it
hardens them.
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tions and assauited

but vandalized bu

only prnature collectors, SINCSSEeS
ipporting the QCA as well
Again, enough is enough

The OCA should have expected something like

t irer all, its members are trying to take away rights
fro SO t of the population, and it is logical tor
the group to think the people it has targeted would give
ip those rights without a fight

But nothing excuses violence. A brick through the
window of an OCA-supporting business does nothing
to change viewpoints if anything, it hardens them
Members of the organized anti-OCA groups have de
ied any part of the attacks

Head-bashing and stone-throwing are not the ways
to defeat the OCA. Fight fire with fire, petition with pe
tition, Don't

with what they

attack somebody because vou don't agree
are saving. That compounds the prob

lem and solves nothing
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THE STATE OF
THE UNION IS
UNSE_TTLED

WHEN T TRINK OF
PEOPLE OUT OF
~ORK I GET

AND SEEING PEOPLE
LOSE FAITH IN THE —
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Busing first step to

bust barriers

] | with rity. Without doing so, the
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' i1 W0 groups is minority
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! i v as | 1 remember hear Fow whites in America X e
" Towl ly objections rience lile or prejudice as the
A { wi y the racial minority unfortunate, since
W t ! lack moth this could be a most valuable
’ I ri " " ; throwing lesson for most. One can never
i Wi s ran into  know how this experience feels
b . until one lives it, and 1 only got
b W W i afi three vear's worth
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| also learned how meaning
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. America has problems, that's ;
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Hn are experiencing. Yes,
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L 2 We have all A ( f bounda 'he mom we open o ead h
ri irawn around us and our other's life experiences, the
respective groups; lines to keep more we understand. We can't

those of differer .
1ose of ditl erent races, of aflord the expensive room our
: ifferent economic brackets, of fences of fear occupy; they
different beliefs and philoso- tnust come down

a0 phies. Lines. Fences. Fear. Ig
i | norance One final note: Granted, rid-
ot "“ I'he lines we draw around ing u bus from one part of town
\ ah ves don’t keep us safe in 1o the other makes for a long
wion the end, they cut us off and iso journey, but believe me, it's

v wi i1 t's only by reaching  well worth the trip.

A these lines that divide,

' T other,” that we will ulti- Cathie Daniels is an editorial
s VN malely hind our peace and secu- editor for the Emerald.
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