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Continued from Page 1

was then appealed to the US
Supreme Court

hat same year, in Doe vs
Bolton, the Supreme Court
struck down a Georgio law e
quiring all abortions be poer
formed in hospitals with the
approval of a hospital commit
tew and three doctors

A recent blow to Roe came in
1989's Webster vs. Reproduc-
tive Health Servicos, which up
held o Missouri abortion law
prohibiting the use of public fa
cilities and employees in per
lorming abortions

Pro-cholce activism boomed
after the Webster decision, said
Debbi Webster of Students lor
Choice

Webster and other student
members of the National Abor
tion Rights Action League de
cided a pro-choice student
presence was needed on cam
[rus

Attendance at Students for
Choice and NARAL meetings
grew during the 1990 election
poriod, she said, in reaction to
twa state ballot measures re
stricting aborlion

“Students have always had
(the right to an aboartion), and
they don't know what to do il it
Webster said

I think it's going to be the
voung women and the older
waolnen, *hf‘ ones \\I\ll remem
bor what it was like when abor
tion was illegal, who fight the
hardest ™

Ironically, pro-choice leaders
have decided 1f Roe is going to
be overturned, they want it to
happen now, belore the 149492
vlections

is tuken away,’

A national coalitlon of pro
chotce omganizations has peli
tioned the court to hear the
Pennsylvania case this session
ish may be
held accountable lor this devas

s0 thal Catorpe It

tating blow o women's rights
betore the next presidential
election according to a
NARAL press release

Waobster said NARAL would
rathor have Roe overturned at
once than « |'11||||r‘-l AWy

Only once iU's overturned

lo we have the chance o Pass
the Vreodom of Cholce Act
Waebhster said
I hie Supreme Courl agreed

l'uesday to review the cose of
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CASES THAT CHALLENGE ROE vs. WADE

GUAM: Legislation was signed into law in Guam by Gov

Joseph Ada in March of 1990 that outlaws abortions. It

contains no exceptions for cases of pregnancy by rape

orincest. In August 1990 a federal district court ruled the
law unconstitutional and unenforceable.

havingone. A preliminary injunction blocking the law's enforcement

was granted

LOUISIANA: A ban on abortion was enacted, despite |
Gov. Buddy Roemer's veto on June 18, 1991. Allows | ..
| exceplions where the pregnancy would cause the
| woman's death. It also allows for exceptions for victims
of incest who report the crime, or victims of rape who report the crime
within seven days and receve medical care 1o determine that the
woman was nol pragnant before the rape

By Hope Nealson
£ mar ald Heporte

An Orogon representative
who wants the “abortion pill”
to be legally tested in the Unit-
ed States is working to make
Oregon an “RU 486 [riendly”

Oregon Rep. Ron Wyden has
introduced “The RU 486 Regu-
latory Fairness Act of 1991."
which would make it legal to
test RU 486 in the United

RU ready for RU 4867

The hormonal drug RU 486 is
an abortifacient, or abortion
pill, that has been used to ter
minate a woman s pregnancy,
treat breast cancer, meningioma
(brain tumors), endomelriosis,
Cushing's Syndrome, and infer-
tility

Wyden's legislative assistant,
Joun McCarter, said the task
force has been formed to have
RU 486 “treated as any other
drug would be treated ™

Turn to RU 486, Page 8

States
MISSISSIPPL In March 1991 legislators overrode Gov. |
R.y Malbus' veto o enact a law that requires a woman | I
to recerve what pro-choice activists call musleading infor- |
mation on abortion and then wat for 72 hours belore RALLY
| Continued from Page 1
I about abortion. She told the
! crowd of approximately 300
n April 1991 Gov. George Sinner | that she had been raped in
| Calilornia when she was 149

NORTH DAKOTA: | . |
signed a law that requires a woman to receive informa-
ion on abortion, then wait for 24 hours before having

| one. A preliminary injunction blocking the law’s enforce- |

ment was granted

| UTAH A law signed in January, 1991 by Gov. George |
[ Bangerter, prohibits most abortions unless the abortion |
f is necessary 10 save a woman's Ife, if the pregnancy is
aresul of rape or incest or d the fetus has grave physical

or menlal deformities  All cases, the woman must be less than 20

weeks pregnant
| Source: NARAL

Planned Parenthood vs Casoy
involving a Ponnsylvania law
|l'-|i]1’1g soveral restriclions on
abartion, including waiting pe
riods and spousal notification
'he case will be heard in

April, with o decision expected

n July

Ihe Justices didn’t address
the broader constitutional issu
it the Tuesday statemoent, de
spite reguests from both sides
Ih.'.'. If:- Pentisyivan case he
(TR 1|l||il I ]'.'.lu' is still the

'|..'.1 ol ”II land

Susan Low Bloch, a Goeorg
town University law prolessor,
tald the Associaled Press she

doubted whether the Court

would use the case to reverse
Roe because “the do 1
equine il
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When she returned to Oregon,
she discovered she was prog-
nanlt

she sald she was confused
| and [rustrated until God
| spoke to her. "God told me
! that ‘1 am so sorry for whal
happened 10 you and | give
{ vou this baby to love and care
| for,” " Tricio said
‘ She kept the baby and now
has a beautiful two-year-old
boy, she said

Giraphic by Jeit Pasiay

“I'm here to tell everyone
review was granted confirms here today that all abortion is
that intuition.”™ wrong,” she said, " no matter i
In the yvears between Roe and the woman was raped or a
Webster, the Court invalidated victim of incest.”
sevieral restrictive abortion
laws, including laws requiring
women to obtain their hus

sarily in this case. The way

(Charles Hoffmelster, a neo
natalogist at Sacred Hearl

bands' consent or wall lor a crowd “We have decided that
specified time period some human lives are more
In 1986 the Supreme Courl important than others, mean-
struck down, by a 5-4 vote, al ng that big pet |}1;| are maore
most identical regulations as mportant than Hitle people

hose in the Pennsvivania case
!'. ER et RS 5 . When the sperm and egg
However, three of those five

her, the entire ge
justices in the majority decision

kg has been deler
have since retined

heing his

gramimeoed hit said

I'he Court has also upheld "
parental-notification laws and xi

Lalking about 4 com
restrictions on public funding § i the 0
" ian being at the flash
of abortions in those years T 1
1 1 i Lan Lian I Is
Last July, the Court upheld { iad
! irold take @ P

government regulations that ) e L to.d T

e . (8 | W i '.. i 0 aevel
barted federally funded clinics
from discussing abortion with

weister sid 97 in'.’l"[l‘.

patients, a decision allecting

he abortions that occurred

ibout 4,000 clinies serving 4.5

N wommuen

General Hospital, told the

aflter the 1973 Roe vs. Wade
decision was passed have
been for convenience and eco-
nomical reasons

He rejected arguments that
abortion on demand reduces
child abuse “Child abuse has
dramatically risen in coun-
tries that have passed permis-
stve abortion laws," Hollmeis-
ter satd. “When we decide to
devalue one human life, we
devalue all human life.”

One speaker who had a
shightly different message
than the rest of the speakers
was Kathleen Freemen, the lo-
cal coordinator of Feminists
for Lile

Our society still values
men over women,” she said

Abortion is an example ol
this duscrimination against
women Women feel that to
be equal to men they need o
he able to rid themselves ol a
pregnancy

Freeman sald, “instead of
trying to solve the problems
that cause abortion, the wom-
an’s movemen! made abortion
its central issue.””

However, she said the
short-term, violent solution of
abortion is actually antitheti-
cal to the women's move-
ment

Women and children are
not adversaries,” Freemen

I'he energy trying to keop
abortion legal should be put
to reaching a point “where
motherhood is not an obstacle
to being fully active in the

communily,” she said
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