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New NCAA standards
mean better students

Seven years ago, the NCAA instituted Proposition
48, which toughened the standards for incoming fresh-
man wanting to play intercollegiate athletics. Last
week, the committee took the long-awaited second step
in putting the “student” back in student-athlete.

Beginning in 1995, freshman will be required to
have a 2.0 GPA and a 900 SAT score, or a 2.5 GPA and
a 700 SAT. In addition, students will have to complete
13 high school core classes. Right now, Prop 48 de-
mands a 2.0, a 700 SAT and 11 completed core
Courses

The tough standards have understandably upset
some people. They charge racism on the totally accu-
rate claim of disproportionate school funding between
upper-middle class (usually white) neighborhoods and
poverty-level (mostly minority) ones.
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As @ comparison 1}
past NCAA accomplish
cnts, one necds '.1Ir look no farther than ]'[l\il 48,
IFhere are many who have been forced to sit out a year
hecause of academics, |lll!\ to RO on 1O sSucCcess not Hll[\
in athletics, but off the field as well. Georgetown's
Dikembe Mutombo. Cal-Berkelev's Russell White, and
closer to home, Terrell Brandon, are but & few Prop
48°s who have gone on to better things

But the NCAA cannot stop at entrance require-
ments. By the time student-athletes get to the college
gates, the damage of inequitable schooling has already
been done. The NCAA, if truly committed to helping
students all students must go into the high
schools, lobby Congress for equality in schooling and
spread some of the vast television revenues around.

In short, the NCAA must do what many individu-
als have already started. The power of the NCAA can
be a great help if used properly.

And let’s hope it doesn’t take another seven years
for the NCAA to act

Letters to the editor must be limited to no more than
250 words. legible, signed and the identification of the
writer must be verified when the letter is submitted.
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tice your Inp,u n a4 vacuum, or
only when it is useful to your
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I'hose supporting the remoy
al of Playboy and Penthouse
have not looked beyond this
particular case o examine the
larger issue at hand. That's why
they didn’'t moke a convincing
argument Jan. 16. It is also why
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sorship when it clearly is

Pat Malach is managing edi-
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