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Prepare for quake
before too late

Aw heck, it'll never happen to us — at least not to-
morrow, 5o why worry today?

No. we're not talking American political theory,
we're talking the geological biggy that may soon be ap-
pearing in the Pacific Northwest.

Yes, here.

Recent studies have shown the area from British
Columbia to Northern California is potentially vulner-
able to an earthquake measuring between 8.4 to 9.0 on
the Richter scale sometime in the near future. This is
big-time. folks, considering the 1906 San Francisco
quake was somewhere around 8.3.

The primary cause for concern is the subduction
zone off the Northwestern coast where two of the
Earth's crustal plates meet, one sliding beneath the oth-
er. As the plates move, the friction creates tension,
promising, yes, a biggy.

The problem is no one knows exactly when it'll
happen.

The quake warnings have been sounded by various
experts, most recently by Samuel Clarke Jr. of the U.S.
Geological Survey and Humboldt State University geol-
opy professor Gary Carver. The two recently wrote an
article for Science Magazine detailing their study of the
ared,

Banking their warning on geologic " past behavior™
of the area, the men say we're about due for a major
tremor.

Geological input necessary for building locations
has typically been ignored in the past. as evidenced by
examples such as the placement of Oregon’s Trojan
Nuclear Plant, which lies uncomfortably close to a
fault ungling near Portland toward the plant

Too bad the fault-line busters weren't called in pre-
building time — we all know what will happen should
the quake occur. Other structures could fail as well, in-
cluding dams, buildings, bridges and highways.

With the evidence stacking up in favor of a tremor,
we need to start planning ahead. Of course, il take
time, effort and money to bring the Northwest's struc-
tures to quake-proof code, these being the biggest ob-
stacles to preparation ranking only behind doubt

Big changes, and all for the possibility of a quake
in our lifetime. Many would say forget it, but we can-
not afford the gamble

The quake could happen anywhere from 10 to
100+ years trom now; no one can pl'l'di(l exactly when
il occur, We are offered the geologic-time-scale clue,
however, that it could happen fairly soon. Soon
enough to begin preparing, if not for ourselves, then for
tuture generations.

Better put on the track shoes — time to start hur-
dling those obstacles, one at a time, no matter how long
it takes. IU's time to start thinking now for later, because
there 1s such a thing as too late.
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Mainstream?

Fhank you for printing
Koalant Robertls' story on envi
ental activism [OQDE, Jan

Before coming to the Univer
sity, 1 was on the board of di
rectors for the Alaska Environ-
moental Lobby 1 also served on

al commitiees lor various

interest groups, and co

founded a non-prolil corpora
refies mining
company ;nr.p?nnw
1 1 ol ol time reading
nd writing fetters -.;.-;-\:'l-'»
il 1 1ie have ratsed
v, | od Zi
il 11 Ico o
| | I o i i
i tha ving 1
1 thatl 1h L i Ivilies
iered " nstrea
| Vi
nave 18
vironmentalist!
When | met a member ol
rth Fiest! (here, at the Univer
sily I was In awaoe !flunl}.',.".'.
Now, there's a radical ;
| had her courage

Theresa Scott
Counseling Psychology

Bad press

. %0 much casier this vear
w alienated from vast

il peoj In the past

It 1 o senlences or

but pow, (MCA!

Well, once again, the QD
edditors have been true o lorm
Den Elm's letter (OQDE, Jan. 10)

wits pussed by the editor say

Most OQCA supporters

iwve [somehow] passed 4th
grade sonte fiagramming

nis 13! rect tnsult!

{ v been inserted for

OCA, | dare say this letter

W { have been rejected. Why

' Could it be
declared open
season on the OCA at the ODE?
of my neighbors were
ted as being OCA supportors

wis this allowed

omaeone has

A foew

by the press Since that time,
hey have d windows shot
i a lur basis, but no-
ay an cllort to just
Tow through
dUISEES

v - ~

me 1o put anti-OCA people into
lwo categories: 1) Full of hatred
ind violence, seeing no hope of
:Il.JTIR:H}: |Il'll1|]l' s Ideas
2] Apathetic

':-IIII]SH;: 1o have a cause bul

through reason

unwilling to do anythi
it
Let's get it straight. If you are

anti-OCA, chances are you and
1

disagree about a lot of things
Are you golng to fit one of the
lwio categories above, or per

hhiif rmy stercoly pe and

talk with me about i17 Let's just

make it public record, shall we?

Bob Weigel

Eugene

JFK

W in o something

w. | recently called 1S i\'-‘}l

eter Delazio's Hice in Lu

i both our senators’ ol

I r po

b cred

] nr ™~
deall

lowing
handwritten note from DeFazio
1492 “'Jerry.
Ihanks for contacting my office
regarding the clircumstances
surrounding JFK's death. |
share vour concerns. In fact,
I've instructed my
stafl to dralt a bill requiring the
release of all of the material

legislative

the House investigation |

would appreciate your support
in this e¢tlort I expect strong

Gpposition Peter Delazio

i
I vou feel this way oo, then
oin me: Make a call, drop a
line, tell others o join in; con
tact vour elected officials! After
contacting Sen. Bob Pack
wood's office in Portland, 1 was
told | was the only one to call
1o express my view about JFK
and the secret files! Congress
will never act if we don’t make
our concerns known'! Of the
i.'-'-iir'.r'_ by the i!l'lril[f. for the
"indeed!

people

Jerry Steven Long
Eugene

Protest

Well, I see in the past couple
af ssues of the ODE that an ad
is running to hire gayv and bi-
sexual men, with good pay. |

didn’t think the Emerald would
do this, secing as it is job dis-
crimination

At any rite, | hope the Lesbi
an, Gay and Bisexual Alliance
tukes note of this, because |
know they are against discrimi
nation in hiring. Maybe they'll
protest

Ron Williams
Eugene

Protection

After witnessing the defense
ol Project Saferide’s exclusion
ary policy, | couldn’t help but
wonder if thoy were fully aware
al the ramifications resulting

from their argument

In cose you missed il
Saferide took the stand men are
espansible for causing lear in

me w 1 because ol thetr

ippearance and, theretore, can

legally discriminated against

because of this fact. Should we
reverse that statement and
come up with the perverse de
fence women cause lust in
some men because ol their ap
pearance and, therefore, can be
legally raped because of this
fact? Both idecas are antiquated
and need to be eliminatoed

I'o establish the physical ap-
pearance of a person as legal
justilication for the emotions
and actions of another is one of
the things we should fight
against, not merely as men and
women, but as human beings
united against injustices

The other portion of their de-
fence was that Saferide helps
I?IIINlHdIl.‘ rﬂ]l!' oan l.allll]lll-‘n unli
because so few men are victims
of rape, they have no place
within the service. The truth is
no one can say what crimes are
being prevented if they do not
occur. No doubt Saferide has
prevented rapes, as well as as-
saults, muggings, and many
other types of crime. Saferide,
in actuality, is a vitally impor-
tant service that prevents po-
tential crime, of which poten-
tial rape is but a portion

The right to protection from
potential crime is a right for all
people, not just women

Jordan Lund
English




