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| have a dream...

The following is an excerpt from Martin Luther
King Jr.’s speech in Washington, D.C. August 28. 1963,

. 1 am not unmindful that some of you have come
here out of f&rcnl trials and tribulations. Some of you
r

have come

esh from narrow jail cells. Some of you

have come from arcas where your quest for freedom
left you battered by the storms of persecution and stag-
gered by the winds of police brutality. You have been
the veterans of creative struggle. Continue to work with
the faith that unearned suffering is redemptive.

Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go
back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia, go back to
Louisiana, go back to the slums and the ghettos of our
northern cities, knowing that somehow this situation
can and will be changed. Let us not wallow in the val-

ley of despair.,

| say to you today, my friends, that in spite of the
difficulties and frustrations of the moment | still have a
dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American

| have a dream that one day on the red hills of
Coeorgia the sons of former slaves and the sons of for-
ner slave owners will be able to sit down together at

the table of brotherhood

| have a dream that one day even the state of Mis-
ppe. o desert state sweltering with the heat of injus-

' a3 d ..-,-;u:l.-w-..r.-r will be trunsformed into an oasis
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Martin Luther King Jr

atuation where little black boys and little black girls
i hle to join hands with little white bovs and
white girls and walk together as sisters and brothers

| have a dream today

| have a dream that one day every vallev shall be
exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low,
the rough places will be made plains, and the crooked
wes will be made straight, and the glory of the Lord

U1 be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.

I'his is our hope. This is the faith with which I re
turn to the South. With this faith we will be able to
hew out the mountains of despair a stone of hope. With
this faith we will be able to transform the jangling dis-
cords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of broth-
vrhood. With this faith we will be able to work togeth-
er, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand
ip for treedom together, knowing that we will be free

one day

This will be the day when all of God's children
will be able to sing with new meaning "My country "tis
of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee | sing. Land where
my tathers died, land of the pilgrim’s pride, from every
mountainside, let freedom ring.”

And if America is to be a great nation this must
come true. So let freedom ring from the prodigious hill-
tops of New Hampshire. Let freedom ring from the

nighty mountains of New York. Let freedom ring from
: heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania!

Let freedom ring from the snow-capped Rockies of

Colorado!

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous peaks of

California!

But not only that; let freedom ring from Stone

Mountain of Georgia!

Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of
Mississippi. From every mountainside let freedom

ring.

When we let freedom ring, when we let it ring from
every village and hamlet, from every city, we will be
able to speed up that day when all of God's children.
black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protes-
tants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing
in the words of that old Negro spiritual “Free at last!
Free at last! Thank God almighty. we are free at last!™

After nearly 30
years of being
lulled to sleep by a
dream White
Americans never
intended to allow,
Blacks are
awakening to the
reality that nothing
has changed.
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iy way Black people turn

wie pel burned. We are over
represented in mortality rates,
OMUeIessness prisans and
gangs and underrepresented in
anagerial pasitions, schools

i every other sector of socie-
ty. Oh, except in sports, which
has become the modern planta-
tion system of the Western

And of course, il is OK for
ng and dance about love
about Blacks killing
but let a Black artist tell

he truth aboutl our current situ

ion and all ol a sudden the

them as “macist”

and “violent,” daring o scream

‘rse¢ racism in & soclety

that has created and |:|-r(m led

the systematic destruction ol
Black ;-1'1!}-21'\

Why is it that Whites seem
10 be so shocked that race rela-
tions are becoming more and
more confrontational? They
have always been that way. The
only difference s that Blacks

and other people of color are
no longer the only victims. In-
creasingly, Whites are the re-

snts of racial abuse from

I of color. White Ameri-
ans have always been unpre-
wsland the sociely

Blacks waking from the dream

that thev continue to perpetu-

die

At the University of Oregon,
Black students have realized
that this University, like the
larger sociely, cannol separate
its illusion of racial diversity
with the reality of institutional
White Supremacy. For exam
ple, while the administration
claims to be increasing the tra
ditional U.S. minority student
population, the reality is thal,

wi percentages sound great,
whole munbers are far from im
pressive

We as Black students can no
longer sit by idly and allow this
society to dictate who will be
chosen lor our leaders and
whial our direction will be

Wi recognize that this Is a
divided soclety ol i!li\i]l';[l"-

based on the color ol one's

We also understand that an
Amuorican Express gold card or
il -ai.!t'lx"l' lil'}:rl‘l‘ will not |I!'|ltl'l i
Black people from a soclely
that lives in an illusion ol
equality and justice for all

We did not come here to ed

cale white society about
White Supremacy Black stu
dints are learning that White

Wity 15 nol one we want o
emiulate [t s your problem, not
ours, We did not invent it Un-
fortunately, it is the Black com
munity who is on the receiving
end of your diseaso.

One last thing: Please re-
membor that we do not have
time for your guilt. We under-
stund that you were not here
when this system was set up
So why would an intelligent
person feel guilty? What one
should feel is a responsibility
for the fact that racism contin-
ues to persist in the age that
vou live in, and that by your
complacency, you benefit from
the system of institutional
White Supremacy. As Audre
Lorde says, "Guilt is another
excuse for inaction ™

This essay was written by
University student Eric Ward
on behalf of the Black Student
[/nion.




