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EPA’s gutless act
k puts owl in trouble

3
g Many have tried, few have succeeded. And in the
9 end, the Environmental Protection Agency just didn't
want the chance to play deity.
P The EPA Wednesday backed out of the so-called
Ay “God Squad” hearings on the spotted owl. leaving en-
i vironmentalists fuming and the Bureau of Land Man-
' agement dancing in the aisles.
{, With the main government environmental group —
: albeit a waffling one — out of the picture, the 44 Ore-
i gon timber sites the BLM wants to log are one step
v closer to becoming mountains of two-by-fours. In addi-
; tion, the fate of the spotted owl is crystalizing — even-
.. tual extinction.
& Why the EPA bowed out is up for conjecture. In
December, the group argued its way into the hearings,
7 claiming it had a right to participate in any decision af-
' fecting the nation’s environment, The EPA was correct
'’ w— it did have a vested interest in what the God Squad
t decided. It was the EPA's duty to oversee the hearings

By leaving the hear

" ings — whatever the
."'.“. reason — the EPA man-
?;7‘ aged to sabotage any
hopes environmental-
- ists had of influencing

the \l}il-‘lti EPA tostimo-

ny carries much more

weight  than

ernmental sources. EPA

non-pov-

and submit relevant and vital testimony
Didn't work out that way.

No matter whose
side you're on,
logger or owl, not
hearing all the
facts means a
biased, one-sided

4 findings on the envi- confme.

‘ ronmental  impact  of

1 logeing the 44 arcas will now probably not be heard

3 The quickie self-removal has opened debate on
- whether Bush is pulling strings to influence the hear
5 ings. The EPA isn't talking, and there is no smoking
.f gUn, SO any sut h accusations are \-;mp!\' gm-\swurk
" Rut the pullout is odd

% No matter whose side you're on, logger or owl, not
hearing all the facts means a biased, one-sided confer-
‘. onee

3 he 4,600 acres in debate seem a pittance, unless
kY you're an owl or logger
: Should the Endangered Species Act be upheld,
: some timber workers will lose their jobs, If the God
»t Squad allows logging. the spotted owl will be in danger
'| of extinction. Such dilemmas make for difficult and
' unpopular decisiaons

on both sides of the issue

Regardless, the EPA's wimpy action is an insult
What the God Squad needs most is a reasoned debate

not a4 BLM-dominated ses

sion. The EPA has done a disservice to its name
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eign influence over American
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or ideology as it is aboul wide
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I'he corruption ol American
government by domestic inler-
ests is no less destructive than
by loreign interests. Depending
upon if we allow foreign inter-
ests 1o legally continue lobby-
ing the halls of Congress, and
paying Americans to do so, will
determine if we make any real
difference in achieving the in-
tended goal of free and fair
trade among nations. A nation
without civic virtue and ethics
is @ nation that probably won'l
survive the tests of time any-
way Thus, il we are unable to
learn from history we are
doomed to repeat it.

Mike Colson is a puhu'g:.' sci-
ence major at the Universily.
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