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Packwood'’s plan
isn’t good enough

It's just a variation of the same old Oregon political
game: Everybody knows there’s a problem, but no one
can agree what to do about it.

However, in this case, it isn't new tax revenues or
school finance. Now it's health care, and Oregon’s own
Sen. Bob Packwood has thrown in his two bits,

At a Monday Eugene press conference/public fo-
rum, Packwood's Comprehensive Health Insurance
Plan of 1991 requires businesses to carry health insur-
ance plans for full-time employees and their families.

Close Bob, but not good enough.

Packwood's plan would bring health care to a larg-
er segment of the population, but it ignores the biggest
part of the population in need — the unemployed.

Medicare takes care of some of that problem. but its
monolithic approach to payment is legendary. Medi

care is ill-suited and un
der-financed  to  ade
quately provide for all Packwood’s ﬂan
the people who can would bﬁng health
cluim benefits. S0, ulti- care to a8 ’aw
mately, poor people in
segment of the
population, but it
ignores the

this country are unable

to receive the care they
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forum advocated a health m"a'im tha'
care system much hke

needs affordable
medicine — the
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but it does have some inherent problems

On a small scale, the Canada plan works great. But
the burcaucracy needed to administer the 270 million-
plus people in the ULS. would be extraordinary. How-
and other health
care systems. so the new plan would not be adding to
the tons of red tape, but merely consolidating ut

Packwood is on the right track. but his apparent
dismissal of the Canadian system s a mistake. Halt
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stered  and

wailable to  all,  This

seems the best solution,

ever, it would eliminate Medicare

measures and stop-gap efforts are not enough to «
up U.S. health care. Drastic steps need to be taken, and
the Canada plan makes the most sense
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John Goodman
ASLO Elechions Coardinator
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