
Albany high school safely detains armed, troubled student 
ALBANY (AI *) A high 

school senior vs ho anno to 

s< hool urnmd with two ri 
flos under his overcoat hud 

written letters saying he wanted police 
to kill him be* uuse he feared going to 

(nil on burglary charges, authorities sev 

"I'm toast, wrote Thomas A ( aid 
well 'All rnv hopes and dreams are 

gone 
Caldwell, 17, came to st hool Mondav 

morning carrying one unloaded, sawed 
off 22 1 allber rifle and a loaded, sawed 
off <()(> < aliher Savage rifle, unordmg 
loan Albany police report 

Caldwell also was tarrying u 1 r> iw h 

bayonet and ti't rounds of ammunition 
for the guns, the polit e report said 

But nobody was hurt after .in anotn 

minis caller tipped st hool officials .that 
Caldwell was armed 

Print i 1 John Do Holt; said Tuesday 
ih.it (aldweil was standing outside his 
first -period classroom a short wav from 
lh<! school office wtii ti ho. vn o print t• 
pal Don lii honor and assistant print i- 

pals Dan Jamison .and Jorry Bonnott ap 
proai hod him 

Wo all vory rpiiotly and closely os 

orlod him to tho offit o." I ieBoio said 

Tho youth told tho print ipals ho had 
loft a tiag in tho classroom hut did not 

toll thorn what was insuio. DoBoio said 

In tho hag. w ith tho bayonet and tho hub 
lots, offii nils found several handwritten 
loiters 

Two were addressed to girls, one to 
I earless Loader..' and another was la- 

beled To Bo Road Aloud in ( lass 

‘I’m toast. All my hopes 
and dreams are gone.' 

Thomas A Caldwell. 
Albany high school senior 

Several other pages contained mes 

sages to other students identified as his 
friends Another was .1 will 

The letters said it was Caldwell's 
'destiny to die" and referred., to eight 
felony charges in burglaries last month 
at downtown Albany computer stores 
He said he expet ted to he sent to reform 
school and had nothing to live for 

The statements said he planned to 
take Ills l-.nglish < lass hostage Monday 
When police arrived, he planned to 
break out a window and shixit at polire 

.is he climbed oul He wrote that hr 

planned to keep shooting until polic e 

killed turn 

II police used tear gas, he said, he 
would begin shooting his iassmntcs 

In letters to friends, he wrote several 
times that tie knew w hat he was doing 

I'm not tr»/v." he wrote "I'm not an 

animal I'm a man 

Linn County juvenile director Turn 
Johnson said Tuesday that his staff 
would recommend th.it Caldwell be 

kept in detention pending a hearing 
DelJoie said tilings were going well at 

school Tuesday 
"This is a very complex issue." he 

said," referring to Caldwell "This is not 
a trend in schools Its an individual 
who did a dumb thing 
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