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Issuing of library
cards may help

If all else fails, issue a library card.

The Eugene Public Library will soon begin issuing
library cards to area homeless people on a trial basis.

OK. It's tempting to poke fun. “Maybe they can use
the card to keep the rain off their heads,” or, “Where
do we put the couch, honey — on the left or right side
of the card?"

“Great answer to the homelessness problem,” peo-
ple chuckle, "*a library card."”

Or maybe it's not so funny. The card issuance is
also the perfect chance to reprimand local and national
government for their policy on the homeless. which is
darn near nada.

These folks seem to hope that if they ignore the
problem long enough, it'll sort of just disappear. The
frightening reality, however, is the problem is getting
worse — compounded by the fact that families with
children make up the fastest growing part of America's
homeless.

The number of homeless people rose during the
1980s to the highest level since the Depression, and it’s
not about to stop. The U.S. Conference of Mayors™ an-
nual study stated that figures are nsing by 20 percent
per year: about one-third of the nation’s homeless are
fumilies with children.

Bad enough adults are living out of their cars or on
the streets in growing proportions, but children? Con-
sidering homelessness is only a symptom of the larger
problem of poverty, one must ask what other necessi-
ties these kids are foregoing.

It is indeed tempting to get up in arms over giving
a hbrary card to the homeless when they instead need
more serious assistance like affordable housing and job
training. But wait. The card is a start

As they say, it's the thought that counts. Small
move as it may be, the issuing of library cards says
something. It breaks a chink in the stereotypical armor
often surrounding the homeless by recognizing them as
individuals — as citizens deserving of something the
rest of society has access to

The card issuance draws this usually excluded
group in with the rest of society, something that necds
to be done on a larger scale if the problem of homeless
ness is ever to be resolved.

The library card is a good start; what's next?
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Frog hunting in the city courts
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A very patient Kevin Bur-
gess, the atlormey handling the
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funniest joke book™ on 13th

wll “the world’s
Avenu
Frog, also known to very few people as David
Henry Miller, has raised the ire of some of the
mined frog hunters this side of o Mark
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I'wain tale
How did one 40-ish

Did he rob a bank?

‘in

Did he assault someone on our streets”?

1id he offend anvbody with rude comments?
AT

Did he hurt someone’s feelings?

But he did have the audacity 10 sell his joke
wlowalk when it is stnictly verbo
! ticketed five tmes, beginning

last vear, for peddling his $3 joke books in
Hrect vicdation
sidewalk vendors from selling anything other
than flowers, food, beverages or balloons

Ler Frog has been

of a city ordinance prohibiting

Even worse than his refusal to play by the
rules, this frog wasn’t happy to unquestioningly
pay his fines like the rest of us slaves to authority
no doubt would have. He questioned the rules
ind appealed his case In April 1990, Municipal

loons are not given permits b

ugene's sidewalks need to be kept free ol

dil S i-.
congestion

But 've never seen | FOg cause any more con
gestion than any of the ‘legal’ vendors in the
area,” | replied, letting my naivete surface

Considering Frog isn't causing any of the prob-
lems the ordinance was meant to prevent, | asked
Kevin f he couldn’t have just dropped this at the
municipal court level

Kevin kindly pointed out to me that my quuos-
tion was out of line with the big picture. “This is
not against Mr. Miller personally,” he said. "“This
is ubout the city’s ability to regulate business on
1ts sidewalks. ™

But wait, couldn’t Kevin just advise the city to
revise their ordinance to exclude vendors on the
basis of how much space they take up, rather than
what they are selling?

I'hat’s not Kevin's job, was the answer. His job
is to defend an ordinance he thinks is constitu-
tional. The city’s ability to regulate business was
challenged, and Kevin is fighting off that chal-
lenge

“That's as far as we go. We don’t get into poli-
cy,” Kevin said. "It’s up to the city to decide if
they want to change the ordinance. Regardless of
how much | like Mr. Miller and what he repre-
sents in the entrepreneurial spirit, there are much
wider circumslances. ™’
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