Housing lawsuit still

By Colleen Pohlig
b e pict Haporton

Student Ann Piazza and her

domestic partner are slill wail

ing, six months after filing a

lawsuit against the State Board

i of Higher Education for deny

| ing them family housing on the

. basis of their sexual orienta
| tion

:Il Piazza and Pamala

Harbeintner filed the Lawsull

late last spring after their claim

with the University's Office of

Affirmative Action and bqual

Opportunity was deniod in July
149490

'he claim was dented be

family hous

cause Liniversity
ing requires that couples be le
gally married or have custody
of minor children

Housing ao r'irlﬁ married cou
ples, marriod couples with chil
dren and single parents with
children

:\lllhrllgh the |illl|l‘|r' offered
proof that they were joined in a
ceremony of holy union by a
minister of the Unitarian
Church of Eugene and Lane
| County four years ago, neithor
family housing, nor the state,
recognize this as a legal mar
fldgl'

Piazza said she believes it s
unfair that she and her partner
! are denied housing on the basis

of their sexual orientation

| “It's unfair that we have to
|’ pay a fortune for rent when
straight couples are barely pay-
ing anything in family hous
ing,” Plazza said. “We've al-
ways thought of ourselves as
regular people, and we think it
is our natural right to have ac
cess to family housing

We are just as domestic us

everyone else.”

A fairly recent change in
housing policy allows single
parents to have another adult
living with them without re

e ———————————————

F e photo

Pamela Harbeintner and Ann Piazza are suing the State Board of

Higher Education for denying th
their sexual onentation

Because neither Plazza nor
her partner have children, the
couple Is suing tor discriminag

tion because they do not have

ildren. A helerosexual cou

ple without children may hve
in family housing, but a gay or
leshian couple w ithout chil
dren is denled housing

Anather facet 10 this issue 18
the amount of current avaiiabl
space in housing Plazza said
her hopes raised when shio saw
a recent ad for avatlable space
in family housing

Piazza saild she believed
housing would let her and her
partner in if they noeded to fill
Spaces, but the answer was no
once again

Housing allows, on certain
occasions, couples who are on
giaged to be married to lve in
housing, yet they do not recog
nize a domestic partnership

Two or three couples en
gaged 10 be married within one
month are now living in hous

em family housing on the basis of

tentions, such as a wedding in

thon, " Lyster sald

lawsuit which Is

nly contesting on the basis
ol discrimination because the

ple has no ¢ hildren, is still
in the stage
Plazza said

Plazza satd the lawyers, from
the Orepon Gay and Lesblan
Assoclation in Portland, who
are handling the case tald her
W expect o wall of one o two
vears until the trial material-
lzos. Plazea, now a post-bacca
laureate, satd she will most
likely graduate by the time the
case goes Lo trial
Because of this, the Lesbian,

Gay and Bisexual Alllance |s
the co-signer on the case. In the
event thal Plazza graduates be
fore the case goes o trial, the
LGBA will take over the case

| think 1t's ridiculous that in

pushing papuers”

this day and e with so miany
advances lor gay and lesbian

iy in':w‘.!-.
deal ol mar

.,|,.|.--, the Univers

this monolithi
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18th & Willamette 484-6116
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porting their relationship to ing. said Michael Evster, hous pled heterosexual relationships
housing. This 1s the closest a ing director L nly valid family
gay or leshian uuplr can come I'he couples have to show | I Sue Dockstader, co
to hiving in family housing evidence of sincere marriage in LBAd I
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Chiel Justice Stephen Briggs agreod that Col
son's rights were violated but disagri ed with the
courl's rationale for refusing to reinstate him to
the 1FC

In the dissenting opinion Briggs wrote “lf the
[FC revotes to remove him from office, that is
their prerogative. [t is not for the court to predict
what the IFC would do.”

Colson called the court's decision paradoxical

mbers because they will not hawe

il in light of his delense, which Cols
ha pvier been ol lowed lnp:n“n']:t}a:‘.l-,i-i‘.

Voters have a night to know the cause thal a
person is being removed for, and whi |
or nay,  Cols “That's a lundamental tenel

lor being acco for vour decisions

sider his reinstatement

and wrote a letter to the court asking 1t to recon

“They're going to uphold the rights of individ
uals in the future,” Colson said, "but I'm being
left out of it

and I'm the one that filed the case

If these people stand lor Kicking people oul
office because they don’t like them becausa they
hold different political views, the voters should
know that,” he said

I'here was absolutely nothing ol I TS
why they kicked me out based 1pon the facts as |

know them," (

MEETINGS

Alpha Phi Omega will have a
moeling and a party tumghl
call 346-9911 for more informa
lion

Graduate School Mentorship
Program will meet tonight at
5:30 in the EMU Board Room
Call 346-2803 for more Infor-
mation.
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MISCELLANLEOUS

Jo Sonja Watson recall peti-
tion signing table will be set up
in the EMU Courtyvard today
from 930 am. to 3 p.m Call
344-1183 for more information

Gladis Sibrian, o FMLN rep
resentative, will speak on the
prospects for peace in El Salva
dor tonight at 7:30 in the EMI
Fir Room. Call 346-3194 lor
more information

olson said
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