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"sE= vy ACE | Myths about AIDS still persist

| ] By Tammy Batey percent of people with the HIV virus contracted
Emeraks Roporter the virus in other ways: from using [V drug use,
l ST ———  having sex with an infected person of the oppo-
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an AIDS. Part six, about the social issues sur Although the HIV virus first showoed up in the
57 W Broadway rounding the disease, will run next Wednesday gay community, gay men are no longer the group
Pegy said she can’t understand why more peo mos! at risk for the virus, Hl'llhrun said
957 Wl“amette ple still hold onto myths about AIDS. Her son Myth: Men can't get the HIV virus from wom-
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I lamily were women than for women to give it to men, sald
Clarence Spigner, assistant professor in school
and community health. However, 1l a woman is
HIV positive her vaginal secretions will contain
sitting on a toilet seat that someon has used he virus and she can transmit it to a male sexual

with t
or by drinking from a glass an AIDS patient has partner
usend Myth: If vou get the HIV virus, you're going to
| can't understond anyvone who has ears or can die
reped a little bit who doesn’t know what's going Fact: There is no cure for AIDS. However,
on," Poggy said. "l they pay attention, listen .,r,;[l drugs such as AZT and ddl are now available “f
read, they'd find out that is not tru hern's so prolong the lives of people who contract the HIV
much free information out there. People should virus, said Dr. John Wilson, a specialist in inle
take it upon themselves to educate themselvi tious diseases at the Eugene Clinic. Some peaple
Some people think | st fisease that live 10 vears or more without having any svmp
v hamosexus ind IV dru ers have. Most loms ol the virus
peaple don’t believe 1t can happen to th It's not 100 percent positive i you an HIV
nough AlDS sl vims liv } v o positive that you will become symptomatic and
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from the [nets al t tl {1 e of the best tie that yvou're going to die,” said Jim Shoemak
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! AMyth I vou take an HIV antibody test and test
Myth b an pet AIDS fre kissing negalive, yvou're safe from the discase

! test is only good for the day it is por
Penman said. The presence of anti
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Author of Blue Highwavs

rirvErth s a vigorous and exalted evocation of the
Amencan |.-.r..! is people, its past, its hopes. The very word HEATE YOUR QWN
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nd is tilled with anecdotes, gossip trom the bars and cates, Native
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