Panel: Gays and lesbians shouldn’t hide identities :

By Rivers Janssen
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Homosexuality 18 not just a word or o

feeling. it's a way of lile that shouldn’t
be ignored, said a gay and lesbian rights
}mrh'] on Friday

University student Michael Lovelady
said sexuality is a major part of a per
son's character. Just as heterosexuals are
allowed to be free and open about their
sexual orientation, gays and losbians
should enjoy the same privilege, he
said

“If you ignore a4 part of yoursell, it
keeps you from mau.‘luug yvour potential
as a person,” Lovelady said

Lovelady was one ol three panelists
who spoke against homophobia and dis
crimination as part of the
ASUO ""\E-‘::.‘-'.iil' Hate i1
symposium was organized to educals

woeeklong
symposium. Tt
tudents about bigotry ind violenoe
Other panel |
ASUO member Wendy Curran and Doug
Dewitt, Educational Outreach Coording
tar for the Willamette Aids Council
Curran end ~mf.|\_;l'n| Rivs and leshians

}'.I.'r}l:'llll:.!‘q in pded

o acknowledge their sexual identity
saying the more pml[lil' who are apen
about their sexual [lrl'lt'l‘l'!uv'k the more
comfortable others will foel about com
ing out

She said when she made the decision

b A A deate iy, " e AT W N

lo come aul, her Ll

y struggele. Now “il's much

bain TITL '
Sl DCaIne Less ol
asior

."..tili". ind at case with mvysell,

jor ditlerences the most signihocant

being that there is a choice within the
gy and lesbian communities whether to
koop their sexual identity hidden

Dewitt said people in powerful posi
tions should come out because of then
potential W help the cause. Although he
doesn’t want to force gays and lesblans
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stlent are fostering the dis

rimination which already exists

Fhe panel encouraged people to get A
tnvolved in gay and lesbian issues by at
or marches, so they

can increase thelr awareness on Ray and >

tending meetings

leshian ssues I
We have to take the responsibility to e
educate ourselves,” Curran said A
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