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" Photo by Jul Pasiay
Oregon cornerback Muhammad Oliver has stopped five kicks and provided some spectacular high-
lights for the Ducks.

Oliver’s play shines in dismal season

who also returns kicks for Oregon. “DBut when

By Jake Berg

| saw oo TV, it was o lol betler
Emar akd Spoets Ecitor

And Oliver himsell has only gotten better
this season. The 5-foot-11, 170 pPeund athlete
was responsible lor stopping another punt
woek al UCLA and also another at Arlzona

State where he batted down a Leld goa

Oregon cornerbuck Muhammad Oliver s
best described by example rather than words

In the Ducks’ 24-21 loss ol Arizona State two
woeks RO, the senjor's blocked punt and ensu

1 COMes t v hig plav after big
ing touchdown highlighted the game for Ore Hu |l||\. comes up ':\111. hig play o r Dig
gon. After shaking his blocker on the line's hach £ '”""‘_\_ ."l‘ll ool 'I:"_"' pindkini R

most incredible athietic plays | ve ever seor
end, Oliver sont himsell Oying and practically "" = 1"'|‘_ |’ 1' i
a toothall fiel

caught the Sun Devil punt with his gut
He and the ball both came down bul were
soon patred together in touchdown bliss when

I'he game before that, Oregon’s home loss to
Stunford, Oliver recorded what was ||{‘-.‘ulflf\

5 ' ' v » » r st hal
Oliver hopped to his feet and grabbed the spin one of the very few highlights in a game thal

. wits it he y el uch " e e
ning ball with one hand, and made a 21 yard wirs otherwise an ugly Duck performay

dash to the end zone Cardinal quarterback Steve Stenstrom trned
i h receive 5 lsh th N [iss
Oregon oo h Rich Brooks later called th to hit receiver Chris Walsh with a long Jru
play “one of the best individual athletic efforts but Oliver intervened, sending himsell alr
'V VeT SOen barne and parallel to the ground for the inter
Al the time when [ did it, it didn't really
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soem ke that great of a play

Attention

. Civil War Fans

We want to help you
| show your spirit
2 so we're having a...

20% OFF: SALE

Sweatshirts  Sweatpants
B Champion B (ultex _
B Tultex '
B BAC Lettering available

Go Ducks!
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Woods ready to reac
potential against Beavs

Hopes an NFL career lies ahead

By Jayson Jacoby

Emerakl Sports Reporter

Oregon senior nose tackle
Marcus Woods has a lot of rea-
sons to look forward to fin-
ishing his carcer Saturday
when the Ducks face winless
Oregon State at 1 p.m. in Aut-
zen Stadium

After all, the team that
Woods was supposed to anchor
doefensively lost its hopes for a
third straight bowl appearance
early on, and at 3-7 the Ducks
are guaranteed of their worst
season since 1983, regardless of
Saturday's oulcome

Woods is just one of soeveral
Ducks who missed consider-
able action and played hurt
during this season’s rash of in
juries that can best be described
as incrodible

And the 6-foot-2, 300-pound
er should have a shot at plaving
in the NFL next fall

But Woods isn't concerned
about all that. He just wants o
win the Civil War game Satur-
day

‘It's going to mean a lot this
vear,” Woods satld. "We don't
have anything to lose. This will
make our season i we win, |
think we're hungrier than they
i

l]t'\ili!!' Woods' determina
tion to beat the Beavers, it
wouldn't have been surprising
to see the Corvallis native lin
ing up on the other side ol the
toathall Saturday

Oregon State just never was
good when | lived there
Woods said S0 | wanted to
play for Corvallis High more
than OSLU! because they weri
winning all the time

So afler excelling for Corval
lis and playing in the Shrine
Game following his senlor sea
son, Woods became o Duck

He was named a second-team
All-Pacific-10 Conference seloc-
tien last year, totaling eight
quarterback sacks and 17 tack-
les for losses

But hampered by injuries this
season, Woods and the
Ducks — have faltered

Woods said the team's lack of
success has been more frustrat-
ing than his own personal
struggles

“l can get over injuries,” he
sauid. “But team things — vou
can’t get that back. Team things
last forever, you share some-
thing with 90 other guys.

“1 wish it would have been
better,” Woods said of his se-
nior season. “I've had a lot of
good times at Oregon. I've been
to two straight bowl games. |
can look back in 40 years and
say | was part of the team to do
things that had never been
done at Oregon.”

Ihis vear's Oregon squad
was expected to contend for an-
other bowl bid, but the Ducks
have gone 1-7 alter two impres
SIVE spason-opening wins

Woods® performance has
likewise been hindered by a va
riety of injuries to his fool, arm,
knee and thigh He recovered
quickly from knee surgery after
the California game, but his
game still hasn’t been at the
level Woods wants

I haven’t been able to make
all the plavs | want to make
It (the injured hand)
wis like playing with one hand
tied behind my back. They've
just been nagging injuries. ™

Woods
lensive line, seniors Matt
LaBounty and Jelf Cummins
have also suffered from the in
jury plague. Cummins was lost
for the season after the second

e suid

teammates on the de
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342-2912

Mercedes « BMW « Volkswagon
Audi « Datsun * Toyota

2025 Franklin Bivd.

SERVICE, INC.
27 years of Quality Service”

Eugene, Oregon 97403

GO DUCKS!

$5.00 OFF
$2.00 OFF

¢ 15-C Oakway Center
i Comer of Oakway & Coburg

THE SPORTS FANATIC

NFL-NBA-MLB*NCAA TEAM MERCHANDISE

All Duck Sweatshirts
And Sports Bags

All Duck T-Shirts,
Shorts & Hats

Large selection of duck merchandise to choose from.
We have one of the world's largest team-icensed hat selections.

343-5102
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