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Casanova looks back
on history of Civil War

Former coach will see his 41st

By Erick Studenicka

t merald Contnibutor

There may be a handful of
people who have wilnessed
more Civil War games than Len
Casanova, but surcly few have
been more directly involved in
as many Oregon-Oregon State
foothall giumes than the lormer
Duck head football coach and
athletic director

In hopes of catching a
glimpse into the history and
tradition surrounding the Civil
War, the Emerald caught up
with “Cas” in his comlortable
office at the athletic centor that
bears his name, where he
works there as the athletic di
reclor emernilus

Casanova seemed excited
about the upcoming Civil War
on Saturday at Autzen Stadi
wim, which he said would make
his 4181 1n a row

ODE: What game stands oul
n vour mind as being tnh

memorahle?
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S OWadays i reicerons
would rule the play a touch

'

lown, but 1n those days, I was
1 fumble. So instead of scorin 4
wit turned the ball over We
didn't score again and lost
10-7, which is something many
i""’f'l" don’t remember about
wr Rose Bow! year

ODE: Has there ever heen one
outstanding play in the Civil
War similar to the famous play
Cal made against Stanford in
19827

Casanova: Well, | don't re
member any play quite like the
Cal-Stanford play, but one play
stands out in my mind because
leurrent Oregon coach) Rich
Brooks always brings it up

We had scored late in the
game and needed a two-point
conversion. Evervone expected
iddle, but in
stead we gave the ball to Cleve

us to run up the m

land Jones on the reverse. Jones
was only 5-foot-5 and 140
pounds, but he ran into the end
zone untouched as we had
looled the entire Oregon Stals
leam

Brooks was playing on the
Beaver defense at the time, and

he still talks about “that damn

revarse” that gave us a 14-14
Lie

ODE: What individual Civil
War performance stands out in

vour mind?

* o

M

e e e l'lﬂ“_"va

‘1 think there is a
big difference in
the atmosphere
surrounding the
game itself. ... |
don’t think
students are quite
as excited about
the (Civil War)
today.’

Len Casanova
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ODE: Has incloment weather
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Casanova: in one ol

Vitd il 19 Wi
plaving at Hayw I
Wil nd st v, we had
o s itl the Lield to see the
Neither team could do
anvihing because ol the condi

tions. Oregon State scored Lhe

anly touchdown of the game on

v Duck turnover and t}

all of the scoring as we lost 7
ODE: Whal was yvour most
disappointing Civil War loss?
Casanova: | don't think | will
wwier forget the disappointment
of the 1962 game. | knew belore
the game that [ we won, wi
would be asked to the Bluehon
net Bowl, but | chose not to tell

the players b lore thie pame. At
halftime, we weore leading 17-7

ind | thought | would

molivale
the players by telling them
about our bowl invitation

[ don’t know what happened
because instead ol getting ex
cited about the bowl game and
plaving better, they fell apart in
the second halfl and lost 20-17
'here went our bowl bid

| don't think I've ever been in
as quiet of locker room as | was
after that game

ODE: What are some ol the

differences yvou've noticed be

| Weasel's World

Just In Time For
THANKSGIVING...

SELECTED KITCHEN APPLIANCES

NAME BRAND QUALITY'!
¢ West Bend Air Poppers
¢ Sunbeam Hand Mixers

¢ Rival Can Openers {m(}
UO BOOKSTORE

13th & Kincaid M-F 7:30-6

Sat. 10:00-6

Kraig Norris

4 |

w

Turn to CASANOVA, Page 12

| Oscar the Freshman Neal Skorpen ]
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