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OUTDOORS

BY JAYSON JACOBY

ost outdoor enthusiasts
tend to head for the
mountains and the for
ests during the winter months
in search of recreational oppor
tunities such as cross-country
skiing and snow camping, lFor
Eugene-Springlield arca resi-
dents, that typically means
somoewhere in the Cascades
where there is an abundance ol
groomed ski trails, as well as
more adventurous areas o
choose from, each offering a
different winter experience
But most people concentrate
only on those arcas while ig
noring some unigue recreation
and exploration arcas east ol
the Cascades. One of the most
interesting is the Fort Rock val
loy southeast of Bend, which is
accessible most of the winter
I'his doserl do
sagebrush and o few stunted ju

niper trees, gels onl

minated by

inches ol annual pn

mosl coming either in summor
thundershowers or as winlter
snow. The hills and ridges sur
rounding the valley usually get
aboul twice as much and servs
to block incoming moisture

But although this technically
is a desert, it shouldn’t be asso
ciated with its distantly related
Danara

cousins such as the
There is much more than just
sand here

To get o Fork Rock valley,
drive east of Bugene on High
way 58,
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Pass and eventually reaching a
junction with Highway 97
which runs north-south the on
tire length of central Oregon
from The Dalles to Klamath
Falls

bhe o hugoe medieval lortress,
surrounded by high cliffs

I'here is o state [hl!‘k at Font
Rock, as waoll as a small inform
ative lfu\;r!.i\ and an old come
tery with stones dating back to
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Turn north on 97 and drive the 19th century. There are no
18 miles through the small fhicial tra wide the ok
communities ol Gilchrist and b i {
Cresoent to a junction with Ore Ing 3
gon Highway 31, which 1s possibi " op ol
marked by signs for Lakeview ! CK . 1
ind Reno, Nev. Follow th t up dr
road for 35 miles and look for a bd b
paointing left to Fort Rock Ihe alort 1y
wl Chreistmas Valley Naw kK r g Wl P
I his F'-i'-'nf road then leads et Ll i
north five miles to the tiny View TOCK
hamlet of Fort Rock, where at virst expanses of saget
other road runs two miles ratl wdserl 1 t .
Fort Rock sOttl il the genti) i =
v | 1 ol i Nowl ry “‘:.‘ f -
I'he feature alter which this s he northwest T k : e o
entire area was named is th ? ; |u.".- " g - J o&.—
central feature of the valley i g N
i AUring a sunrist A
truly is one of the most impres = .
sive and awe-inspiring natural X
features in the state tul ik ’ e ‘: C
Forl Rock is a lamge column ,T oY .'...I:“r{‘.l,, - * p . 1! ; ’
of basalt lava 200 feet high with I:I;II ‘“‘,I“::I_:” T .[ ; ’....-‘:. s rie ‘.'\:;..' ?:_ . " : A oy -:I
a roughly circular shape. Dur Grovund Fort Rock, a column of basall lava that stands 200 feet high, is one
ing the Pleistocene era, roughly he good gravi wd that of the main attractions in the valley southeast of Bend. Al a distance,
one million years ago, a shal loads to Fort Rock continte this huge formation looks like a medieval fortress, surrounded by
low inland sea stretchoed across soith (o the B whit high cliffs
this vallev. Over time, the ahoutl 400 Teat d and 1 Rl N s AR Bt Pl 5 i Vi X
witves erodoed the solter parts of miles  across i we pit s fated a1 9000 vear i il
Fort Rock, eventually breaching nsidared I : 150
the vastern sidi I croeal \ it { wl 1 5 k ‘vl ] \ !
huge am M nt Vith wi i 1 1 \ | ' {
I'he erosive lorces Lol Hisdl | L A { i the winler, ol can {eatur Cailichrist or Cr coent bolt
sheer sides on the o as i 1l Pt a spitable weather  Despite kine this trip
the formation, which ] Wi 1 ! i k of pi t tot L BEComm
vertically to the floor of the val { rest i dump up to a fool or mor ditions ate in Silver Lake, 18
ley below. Fort Rock can best mation si th i snow ol times. And lempera wtheast on Highway
be described as a huge nalural noaddition to Fort K i r fton dip woll below zero wid Christimas Valley, 27 miles
version of a Roman Coliseum Hole<in-the-Ground, tns area hinr usunlly accompanied by v praved road
When seen from the road to thy i loatures a IV Wi " Y «hauld Fii s 1 facoby is a sprorts
town of Fort Rock, it appears L northwioest K { for th he Emeradd
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and unveils 1s mystenous author

O f Interpreted by
Harold Bloom
Translated by
David Rosenburg

Brilliant...a book of
surpassing originality and ”
critical penetration...extraordinary

Fhe New York Times

his audacious and controverstal work ol Inerary restoration —— a
collaboration between one of our foremost hiterary cnitics and
reveals one of the great narratives of all nme
The Book of Jis nothing less than an

agifted translator

inovative look at the text that runs through the first five books of the Old

lestament

one that, according to Harold Bloom, was probably wrnitien

by a woman and whose characters are as hively and complex as any
imagined by Shakespeare, Tolstoy, or Kafka

* Advanced with the learming and ingenuity, the charm and the
cheek that characterize Mr. Bloom at his brlhiant best.... A bold and
deeply mediated translaton. _begwhing. . In The Book of J bnight
idcas gleam, vanish, and are replaced by more ™'

Frank Kermode,

The New York Times Book Review

UO BOOKSTORE

13th & Kincaid M-F 7:30-6 Sat. 10:00-6

v iR AL AN T NPT T A - !
Vs I, B Y N e e L LS N

Wednosday November 20 1991 Oregon Dady Emerald

e A N R KT TR e o AT ARSI

5



