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' EDITORIAL

Athletics looks too
good for handouts

Aw heck, that big ol’ debt over in the athletic de-
partment didn’t need to be paid off all that quick, did
it? Besides, all that tax money the department has been
rallying for should be rolling in any minute, tuking care
of its debt and any other financial problems.

So, it's no big deal that the department spent most
of the $600,000 it made from the 1990 Freedom Bowl
game on attendance expenses for department employ
ces and their friends and families, payroll bonuses, and
avertime,

The department spent about $330,000 on airfare,
travel and meal expenses for 103 coaches and staff
members, along with 63 of their friends and family
members; included in this group were coaches of
sports other than football that went along for recruiting
purposes

Also spent was nearly $104,000 on bonuses and
overtime for department administrators and football
coaches. By the time the money was spent, the athletic
department netted about §5.000.

Granted, some of the expenditures were absolutely
necessary, like overtime and travel expenses for key
staff. And true, such spending is quite the norm among
Pac-10 football conference schools

The problem is the University is not funded like all
the other kids on the block. Because of last year's ap
proval of Measure 5, which wiped out Oregon’s higher
education funding, the athletic department, along with
the rest of the University, is suffering significant finan
cial loss

The department recently asked for tax dollars to
subsidize University athletics; the state Board of High
er Education will vote Friday on whether to allocate
the funds

Someone should give athletic director Bill Byrne
and his department officials groveling lessons. Don't
they know one doesn’t wear a coat and tie when asking
for handouts?

The department now carries the burden of a $1.7
million debt; it, along with the rest of the University,
has serious financial problems. However, between the
bowl expenditures and Byrne's recent $31,000 mission
to have the Casanova Center sculpture moved, one
would never know athletics is in trouble
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I'he answer is uncertain, but
the question is right And Wat
son should know that

Chris Bouneff is news editor
for the Emerald

r B

AND PUT ON
THE CONGRESS CAP




