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Technicality springs
Jolin, but it ain’t over

13 Last Tuesday, an overlooked law scuttled the eth-
4 ics case against Cottage Grove's Democratic Sen. Peg
2 Jolin, who is accused of falsely telling her constituents

she was in debt when her campaign coffers were really

!\. in the black

2 A technicality — an unintended loophole — and .‘
1 Jolin walks. When Oregon legislators passed the innoc '\1| -
4 uous bills this past session, they could not have known fﬁ’
5 the impact. | &
: The two bills put 120-day deadlines on ethics in- vl
i vestigations, Like most new bills, the measure would ¢
v have exempted cases currently under investigation, :
.-. such as Jolin's. 2 : . | 3
But somebody screwed up. That clause was acci- i
' dentally left out of the final drafting: the one the legis- L= &
kS lators passed. It is amazing and incomprehensible that §
. not one of the 90 lawmakers caught the omission. No B
b one said a thing, (.
P The new statute wipes out Jolin's case, as it does | &
: the ones against Eugene Mayor Jeff Miller and Spring- l ‘ i

ficld Mayor Bill Morrisctte, who were on the chopping
block for accepting trips to the Independence Bowl for
their wives. In fact, the law pretty much founders most
ongoing investigations,

The legislative members who drew up the two bills

are claiming innocence, saying the original intention DUCk dew \'.'_\' . ._I'll=h‘:";|”:l:"" I,”,:I'"“‘:"r: Bmer 'emon
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wis to exempt current investigations. Ethics committee e
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