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Thomas confirnation
worked in Gates’ favor

With almost no fanfare and little rancor, Robert
Gates slipped into the CIA director’s chair Tuesday.

The whimper-of-a-confirmation process can be at-
tributed to several reasons, and is surprising in light of
the furor his nomination caused.

Gates and George Bush's Supreme Court nomince
Clarence Thomas were both put in front of the Senate
at pretty much the same time. In the beginning, it
looked as if Thomas would have the casier time getting
a job, as Gates was saddled with new scandals from the
Iran-Contra affair, claims he “colored" intelligence re-
ports with his own political philosophy, and the over-
riding specter of former CIA tlirm;!ur William Casey.

It didn't work out that way., Anita Hill came for-
ward, Thomas was pushed into the nation's spotlight,
and Gates slipped quietly into the background. While
the Senate Judiciary Committee grilled Thomas, their
counterparts in the Intelligence Committee had quiet
moectings, getting little press and attention.

But Thomas weathered the storm and was con-
firmed. After the long, tension-filled process, the Sen-
ate was in no mood to get involved in another brutal
showdown with the administration. Public backlash
against the Senate for the Thomas hearings could have
only ?!l'fi!mf Castes

But to nominate Gates in view of the ne Balivie tosti
mony against him indicates the Senate screwed up
Apain

Gates had been nominated for the job beftore — in

1987 by Ronald Keagan but pulled out because of
his shadowy cons with the lran-Contra affair,
which worked against him even then, Washington has
an unwritten rule: You

cetion

only get one shot at the big

time: don’t expect another one

chanci

But

This time,

Gates, a carcer analyst, got another

11 Senate

the strength of a 64 confirmation

vote helped him m.?:‘

1, & Democrat from Connecti
cut who supported Gates, said the question “is not 1s
he the best person in the world to fill this job, but is he
qualified to fill this job."”

Sen. Joseph Licherma

From that perspective, yes, Gates is qualified: per
haps even more than his boss was when he took the
post in the early '70s. But whether or not Gates is qual-
ified is not the whole story, He still hasn't come up
with a credible denial to the charge of “cooking™ intel-
ligence reports about the Soviet Linion to reflect the
hard-line stance sure to please Reagan, his Cold War-
rior cabinet and the military-industrial complex that
made billions producing * peace-keeping” weapons

His past rccord, his slippery answers about the
Iran-Contra affair during the confirmation hearings,
and his Cold War mentality in a time of emerging
peace should have kept him from getting the job,

It didn’t. Score another victory for Bush and Co
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