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Volunteer program fills gaps

‘Peace Corps of America
works on community level

By Lisa Millegan

CUrse WOrk
agae 50, she

finding a

last summer 4t Gearge Fox College at

resalized that the recession could makoe

job more difficult than she would like

Rut faced with the cholee of taking a minimum

wiaee job cooking hamburgers or walting until the
I piecked up, she dist wered a better aller
apy Vi i y IO
\ lea pr
| decided that 1 could spend my time doing
VISTA) or doing a survival maintenance b
wouldn't be a career move,” MoDaniel said
his 18 a career move
VISTA was founded in 1964 during President

| a branch

Lyndon Johnson's
of ACTION, the
iRency
Nicknamed “the Peace Corps of America,” the
federally subsidized program sends volunteers
ground the country to help alleviate problems ol
poverty, such as lack of adequate child care and

wilr on poverty and 1s

federal government’'s volunteer
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After McDaniel was hired by the Lane County
VISTA coardinator, she was placed in the Univer-
sitv’'s Women's Center this summer at the center's
request. Now she’s helping develop programs lor
low-income women students

In one project, she has worked with students to
produce a draft of a handbook for older students
I'he pamphlet includes information on how to be
admitted to the University, how to fund educa-
tion and which support services are avallable
Now the group is looking for someone to print
and distribute the pamphlet

MecDaniel has also helped older students identi-
fy their problems, like foeling isolated from older
students and balancing school with a part-time

alder,

job. She is tryving to recruit more women to serve

on a steering committee that will help generate

VISTA because the job was related to what she
had studied in college — human resources man-
agement

By being a VISTA participant, McDaniel said
she expected to get a transition between the aca
demic world and a carcer. Working at the Wom
en’s Center “is not a whole lot different than what

I was doing in my scademic process,” she said
She said she wasn't worried aboul surviving on

the low stipend VISTAs receive because she has
ther funds to draw from

At a pre-tax salary of $539 a month for full-time
barely above

work, the stipend VISTAS receive is
poverty-level wages
Hasani Kudura, ymen's Center progriam coor
5 sidd 1hi 1! ecquested a VISTA be
wuse the prot if { lents became too

lequately handie
Ihe students’ needs include child care, atford
able housing and medical care, said Holly Stegner
of the Women's Center, who helped write the
center's ;m‘;;m-._,i to obtain a VISTA participant
Kudura said the problems came to a head about

much lor it to a

lwo vears ago when some studenls e ided to

on defining the needs of older students lor

Kudura said the project failed

work
practicum credil
miserably

It was not anything they could get a hold of in
three to six hours a week,”” Kudura said. “"The an
swer seemed 1o be to have a VISTA working on
1 it

VISTA differs from the Peace Corps in that its
volunteers do not necessarily have a specific skill
that they teach to poor communities. Instead VIS
TAs act as facilitators to help people help them-
‘-"[\l'\

“The real emphasis in the community is creat-
ing independence rather than dependence,” said
Kathy Ask, VISTA program coordinator for Lane
(CCounty

She said VISTAs play a secondary role in or-
ganizing programs to combat problems because
they want the programs to exist after they leave

“VISTAs are looking at working themselves out
of a job in a year,” Ask said

Past VISTA projects in
Program

Lane County have in

cluded a transportation for seniors and a
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