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3 Wichita paper focused on events, showed both sides, Smith says
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his last 25 years in journalism,
perhaps most importantly that
newspapers can truly help the
communities they serve

“I's OK to care,” sald Steven
A. Smith, a University graduate
and former Oregon Daily Emer
ald editorial page editor. Smith
spoke Friday at the journalism
school’s first Chandler Lecturs
i annuasl series made possible
by a gilt from Robert W, Chand
ler, editor of the Bend Bulletin

“(We can) bring caring to our
newspaper everyday without
{compromising) our ethical

Smith said, adding that his pa
per attempted to focus events,
not Issues in what was ** a no
win situation.”

Despite demands from Oper-
ation Rescue to print photos of
fotuses and an editorial posi
tion at the paper that wes de
cidedly pro-choice, the Eagle
made o strong effort to deal
with abortion not as a proce-
dure. but 1o cover the cvenls
that occurred in Wichita as falr
iy as l'"'l‘-\lhll'

Abortion, which Smith sug
gosted s the most divisive is

continue to allect the city for
Veiurs

By remembering the impact
of how and what the paper
writes and prints, the Eagle
managed to offend many, bul
helped to inform many more,
ind served to help stabilize a
city on the mihn’. hae said

The abortion issue was not

the only major story the Eagle

covered well, Smith said. The
Persian Gulf war, a horrible tor-
nado season and heated local
eloctions were other stories the

Steven A. Smith

|mn’mi that a newspapor can
“compete with television™
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