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‘Marketing technique’
was just simple fraud

Don't look for state Sen. Peg Jolin, D-Cottage Grove,
to be teaching any business or economics classes at the
University: not with the way her
niques’’ have backfired

The Oregon Government Ethics Commission con
cluded there was a “strong and clear appearance™ that
Jolin used her political office for personal gain when
she mailed a letter to constituents, asking for money to
repair her pickup truck

“marketing tech

In the letter. Jolin claimed her campaign was
$10,000 in debt, and the truck was damaged while her
husband Dennis was putting up campaign signs. Later
Jolin admitted her coffers had a $28.000 surplus, but
defended the letter, calling the slightly shady tactic a
“marketing technique.”

Call it a misrepresentation of facts, or any other cu
phemism you wish. But bluntly stated, Jolin duped her
constituency, Whether the letter slipped through an
elections-law loophole is not the point. Legally, Jolin
may not have done anything wrong that is up to a
court and the state Elections Division to decide. Bul
ethically, Jolin was false to her constituency

The Ethics Commission meets next Tuesday, and
could possibly rule on the incident. If Jolin is found
guilty, she faces a pos
sible $1,000 civil fine

a slap on the wnst,
but it's something.

1 could have gone
back there and
used the bathroom
as you suggest, but
I would much
rather take a dump
in the woods.’
Dennis Jolin

Jolin's troubles may
not end there. Secretary
of State Phil Keisling
has asked the attorney
general’s office to con
vene a grand jury to in
dict Jolin on breaking
Oregon’s undue influ-
ence law. So far. that
hasn't happened.

The mini-scandal is not without its comic ele
ments, most of which have been provided by Jolin's
husband. Dennis Jolin told the Ethics Commission in
vestigator he had been puthing up campmgn signs in
Cottage Grove when he rolled the pickup, but a tow
truck driver put the scene of the accident several miles
away on a seldom-used logging road

Dennis Jolin explained he had driven up the log
ging road in search of a bathroom. When confronted
with the fact that there were several public restrooms
much closer to Cottage Grove than the logging road,
Jolin responded with one of the more colorful quotes

ever to appear in the local press (Register-Guard, Oct
29):

"l could have gone back there and used the bath-

room as you suggest, but | would much rather take a
dump in the woods.™

When compared to Watergate, Teapot Dome, Credit
Mobilier and other great, historical scandals, Jolingate
isn’t even in the running. But it should be important to
Cottage Grove voters.

Hitting up constituents for money is a necessary
part of life for lawmakers, but there should be some

way of preventing them from misstating facts in doing
S0,

In the real world, such actions would be deemed
fraud. Let's see what the Ethics Commission and the
Elections Division calls it
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the little boy in Texas (ODE |
Oct. 28) who wanted postcards
from our “beautiful city’ for
his classroom wall, | have only
one thing to say: You'll et
nothing and like it
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BOTH PARTIES ARGUE THEIR
TAX CUTS WOULD BE BEST
FOR THE MIDDLE CLASS

onto his feet, the slanky pus
monkey gave me a ticket for
jaywalking

That made me think: 'm pay
ing this glorified meter maid’s
salary through my tax dollars,
and what service do | get in re
turn? He protects me by ticket
ing javwalkers? Now, | know
that not a day goes by when
someone isn't brutally maimed

robbed by these jaywalkers,
and that cach ticket handed out
moeans that there s one more
vwalker who'll think twice
they hurl anyone again

bul n't there a better way that
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And 1o be perfectly frank, |
would feel better if my tax dol
r's were spenl on }_;t'![iﬂg PIRS
and cattle roaringly drunk on
the most expensive wine in
town. At least then 1 wouldn't
be paving for officer Barney
File's professional wrestling

tickets on weekends
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ticketing a victimless
stund directly behind
mic his actions for

the ot of passers-by. It
may n mature, but it
makes feel better

Mark Anthony Russell
Eugene

LOOKS LIKE THE
RicH ARE GOING TD
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