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L o h.‘.-d‘ Favia,
In Mike Bellotti's lirst two years as Oregon's offensive coordinaltor,
the Ducks played in conseculive bowl games for the lirst time in
school history.
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Obviously, they've done
great jobs,” Brooks sald, The

yvears Is the first time
wie've been strong on both sides

lasl two

of tha ball

Lime in
Orogon

It's also the first
school history that
teams have made consecutive
postseason appearances, play
Ing in both the 1989 I!Ifir'}u'll
dence Bowl and the 1990 Freo
dom Bowl

I'wo bowls In two yvears with
Bellotti at the head of the of
fense has the coach batting
1000 so far. He W
man in Eugene in 1989 after his
best Iriend, Oregon outside
Hnebackers coach Nick Alliotti,
had 1old him about the job

Bellotti had, at that time,
what he called o “lifetime job™
as the head coach at Chico
State, but it did not take him
Iung 1o decide an a move up to

was the

Oregon
‘It took about o day,” smiled
fellotti, who also coaches the

quarterbacks at Oregon

e on the 1967-68 Duck squids
!.1.;}'!:'.

ouchdown pass ever at Autzen

1 like to tell my players I
caught 11 passes that day,”
“Ten during the
11th one

Schuler said
warmups, and the
counted.”

Schuler
(regon delensive
not done o shabby of a job
considering his offensive back

who also coaches
backs, has

ground. In fact, it may have
even helped, and certainly
hasn’t hurt, Schuler's abilitios

oordinator
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Bellotti, Schuler bnng 'success

Orf gf,m 's defense,

Photo by Jaft Pastay

Oregon delensive coordinator Denny Schuler revitalized a base-
meni-dwelling Duck defense, laking it as high as second overall in

the Pac-10 in 1989.

“A pood football coach i1s a

good lootball coach,"” Brooks
sald of Schuler
I'he same kind be said of

Bollotti. He took the Oregon of
fense from ninth in the Pac-10's
total offense category o second
in 19849, his first season

Schuler's hand worked the
sume kKind of miracles with the
Oregon defense soon alter his
arrival. He took a unit that was
10th in the conference belore
he arrived and moved it up to
fourth in 1987, third in 1988,
second in 1989 and third last
sueason

Altoti, who now works un
der Schuler but used 1o be of
fensive coordinator under
Bellotti at Chico State
m'.I]lI]\mi at the success of the

15 not

Iwao

“IBellottl) undorstands that
it's o game, but that it is still
important,’ liotti said. “"He
was super to work for

‘Denny is a student of the
game. His hobby is football. He
really studies the game of oot

ball."

Schuler bas had plenty of op
portunities to study [ootball as
he has coached with several
teams. ldaho State, Washing
ton, Weber State, Utah State,
California and the Los Angeles
Rams have all been a byway ol
Schuler's at one time or anoth
er

Bullotti, too, has seen his
of the circuit. Coaching
have landed him at his

share
stints

alma mater California-Davis,
Cal-State Hayward and Chico
State

But both are happy where
they are at right now despite
the freak rash of injuries thal
has both sides of the Oregon
football team weaker than they
were the last two seasons. Both
pass it off as being just part of
the game, but the frustration
shows

“I've never been in this situa-
tion in my 20 years of coach
ing,” Bellotd said

“I've never experienced any
thing quite like it," Schuler
sald

The resulting losses and Ore
gon's 3-4 overall mark have
made Brooks a target of many
preople’s criticism this season,
but Bellott, too, feels that heat

| don't feel shielded,’
Bellotti said. "I there is criu
cism pointed at the program, |
feel 10"

Schuler felt it while he was
the defensive coordinator un-
der head coach Joe Kapp at
Callfornia. Schuler said person-
ality conflicts and Kapp's “un-
orthodox™ style of coaching
created tension between he and
Schuler, and Schuler was fired,
a fear that every coach must
live with.

“It happens all the time
it's part ol the game,” Schuler
sald

And fortunately for the
Ducks, Schuler and Bellotti are
part of Oregon football
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GO DUCKS!

$5.00 OFF
$2.00 OFF

15C Oakway Center
Ewmolmkww&cmxg

THE SPORTS FANATIC

NFL-NBA-MLB-NCAA TEAM MERCHANDISE

All Duck Sweatshirts
And Sports Bags
All Duck T-Shirts,
Shorts & Hats

Large selection of duck merchandise 1o choose from.
We have one of the world's largest team-licensed hat selections.

343-5102

Limited 1o Stock
Expires 10491




