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Bush shouldn’t use
situation to censor

Our suddenly sensitive president just announced
proposals for reforming the Senate confirmation pro-
cess because, among other things, it shows little con-
cern for the reputation and feelings of its subjects

The proposals include censoring Senate access to
confidential FBI reports during future executive branch
nominee background checks, and the investigation of
information leaks.

Offended by the “bruising hearings” of Clarence
Thomas, the president recently told public policy
groups at the Smithsonian's Muscum of American His-
tory that he wouldn't stand for special interest groups
practicing the "piranha tactics of smearing the individ-
ual and ignoring the issue ...”" because the tactics “de
stroy lives and wreck reputations.”

It's good to see the radiant Bush in all his humani
tarian glory, but there’s a group (females) he forgot to
include. The issue — inquiry into Thomas' actions,
opinions and character — was not ignored by asking
whether the man committed sexual harassment, but
underscored.

Sexual harassment has for too long been regarded
as unimportant, explaining Bush's assumption that
“the issue” was being ignored when the question was
raised. Sexual harassment is an issue in itself and de
serves to be part of the examining process

The problem wasn’t in addressing Thomas' possi-
ble committal of this action — that was necessary once
the question came to light, but in the way it was
brought forward and ultimately handled.

Senate Judiciary Chairman Joseph Biden, with
Democratic Senators Howard Metzenbaum and Ted
Kennedy, knew about Anita Hill's harassment charges
from the beginning, but kept quiet primarily becuuse
she requested confidentiality and no FBI investigation.

After Hill decided to go public, Biden blew it. With
the vote scheduled for Sept. 27th, Biden didn't brief
his fellow Democrats on the committee until Sept.
26th, giving them barely any time to evaluate Hill's
charges. Some commifttee Democrats got the statement
just 20 minutes before the scheduled vote and at least
one was never told of the report.

The confusion carried over into the rescheduled
hearings, justifying Bush's “burlesque show' label, His
reprimand of the confirmation process is valid, but it
wasn't the system's fault as much as the participants'

Bush now wants to discourage future fiascos, at-
tributing this one to leaked information, by shutting
FBI files down. But the connection doesn't fit, The
damage was done by the leaked statement, not the FBI
report. These are two different documents

The embarrassing situation presents Bush the per-
fect opportunity to fix things, no questions asked —
but questions should be asked. Limiting access to FBI
files is a serious action, as is closer monitoring of infor-
mation leaks.

There's no doubt, the review process needs stream-
lining. Censoring information, however, should not be
part of reformation measures,
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Let's begin with

of the victims of sexual harass
muent, others stll remember the
l'ed Kennedy of old. When Ted
Kennedy drunkenly steered his
car off that bridge at Chappa-
quiddick, be may have been
slurring his way through a de-
nunciation of sexual harass-
ment to the young damsel rid-
ing shotgun, but whether or not
this was the case, we'll never

Reputations based on accusations

I we are going to judge
I'homas and Hill on the basis of
unsubstantiated allegations, it's
only fair that we give the same
treatment to our nalion's sena
tors, for our opinions ol them
have lor too long been based
upon the unflattering revela
tions of facts

But | cannot make allegations
against Thomas's loes alone
What about Strom Thurmond?
One of Thomas's staunchest
supporters, the lormer segrega
tonist rallied to the defonse of
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Birth of a Nation is a movie

which depicts the results of
black political power during
Reconstruction as being the tri-
umph of hedonism and bodily
excess over rutional democratic
government. It seems as if the
same conclusions were estab
lished during the course of the
nearings

We must commend the Dem
ocrats for upholding the tradi-
tion of lending credence to ra-
cial stereotypes established by
Woodrow Wilson, a Southern
Democrat who gave a private
screening of Birth of a Nation
and attempted to resegrogate
Washington, D.C., during a mo-
ment of Southern Democratic
ascendancy in our body politic

-ltlnltlt he
wouldn't be able 1o hold back
his tears if he was to ask ques
tions ol his good friend from
Georgia. Rumor has it that
while Specter asked the ques
tions, Thurmond took the op
portunity to read a lew phone
books he never got around to
!i.lllt-!\l.!‘.;q several decades ago

hearings, was

Of course that 1s an unsub
stantiated allegation testilying
to Thurmond's commitment to
get to kpnow the names and
numbers of as many constitu
ents as he can. No other Sena
tor seeks such intimate contact
with the good citizens of this
nation. We owe Thurmond an
enormous debt ol gratitude for
bridging the seemingly insur
mountable gap between the
powers that be and those they

rule

Finally, we have Senator
Kobert Byrd: Muajority |
Democrat from West
and former member of th
Klux Klan. Byrd, initially a

homas supporter, changed his

mind alter hearing Hill's test
mony. He was outraged at
Fhomas’s remark that the Sen-
ate investigation was a “"high
tech lynching.”” Byrd said
Thomas bluckmailed the com
mitlee with charges of racism,
and the committee shamefully
backed down

One might speculate that
Byrd thought it a shame that
his fellow Dixiecrats .. | mean
Democrats ... would back down
from a black man making a
charge of racism. Perhaps Byrd
had grown too accustomed to
situations where many white
men would level allegations
(such as rape) against one black
man, and these white men
would never back down. Signs
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