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One University student who is making a difference

By Hope Nealson

Emeralkd Heporter

University law student Mi
chele Coker decided to make a
difference. She volunteered

Coker works as a medical ad-
vocate by assisting women and
as a crisis interventionist by an
swaoring telephones for Sexual
Assault Support Services, and
she said the work brings her a
lot ol happiness

It is, as she said, like working
in the real world

“Being In law school you got
the feeling that no one really
cares,”” Coker said. “And to be
able to help people having very
serious needs is something that
makes me feel like a real per-

son.”

One day a woek, Coker is on
call 24 hours as a modical ad
vocute., She cuarries a .}l't‘[ll?r
and is contacted when somoono
is needod to assist a caller to
the hospital or police station,
-.I'il' ‘s.lll!

Coker also works another five
hours a week answering tele
phones for the 24-hour crisis
line, shoe said

SASS voluntear coordinator
Erin Collier said the program
now has about 40 volunteers
who provide two types of ser-
Vices

“"Right now, because the
agoncy is so young, the services
we provide are a 24-hour crisis
line and immediate moedical ad-
vocacy, which means that we
will send a team of women out

FORGET EVERYTHING
YOU'’VE LEARNED

to go to the hospital with some-
one who has just been raped
and help her through the ex-
aminalion ilrl" RS, t}ll' [n"l'“-'*]
collecting process and the po-
lice questioning process,” Col-
lier said

Collier said the volunteers
must have the ability to listen
to people, believe their stories
and empathize with the callers

Most of the calls coming in
are from people who have been
abused in their past and are
having Nashbacks, Collier said
They need support and some-
one to listen to their memories
Some want to know what they
can do to help themselves emo-
tionally, as well as legally, she
said

Collier sald SASS needs
more volunteers, funding and
time to complete other facets of
support the agency wanls lo
provide

“"Eventually, our services will
be expanded to include legal
advocacy, community outreach
and community education,
which is public speaking, sup-
port groups and one-on-one
peer support volunteers,” Col-
lier said

The volunteer training gives
background in sexual assault is-
sues. Issues like myths and
facts about rape, rape trauma
syndrome, partners’ reaction to
rape, childhood incest and
abuse, and suicide assessment

Collier said the volunteers
have come [from dilferent age
groups and racial and class
backgrounds

Other types of training in-
clude gay and lesbian sensitivi-
ty training and multi-cultural
training

Coker said she got involved
because of the importance of
the sexual assault issue

"l have learned since about
four years ago how pervasive
and how important it is when
one in two women will be bat-
tered in their lifetime,” Coker
sald

Coker said students should
get involved because their ex-
perience in helping victims can
result in a more educated socie-
Iy

“Students are generally a
young group of people, so they
will grow up in this world mak-
ing their ideas known to the
people around them,” she said
“Students have their influence,
and it's pretty easy to have four
to 10 hours a week.”

The next volunteor orienta-
tion will be Jan. 8. People inter-
ested in volunteering should
call 484-9791 for more informa-
lion
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By Tammy Batey

b ald Hoporiaor
Lugene residents are getting an pportunity to

influence city decisions about culling services

and fir

iding revenue sources through a strategic

 process called Eugene Decisions
e goal ol BEugene Docisions is to form a wong
term city service and funding strategy by April
19492

Eugene Decisions began in March 1991 because
ol the urgency of reconstructing the city budget
Fhe city's six-year General Fund budget projec-
tion shows a multi-million dollar deficit that con
tinues to grow cach vear

‘It's very real }'.up;l ne Mayor Jell Miller said

Wo have to make very real decisions. Either we
have o cut programs or find 4 now revenue
source or do both.’

Miller said Eugene Decisions was launched
with a "large amount of respect to the voter

‘People are golng to vote if new revenue
sources are on the ballot,” Miller said. *We want
people to understand If we make cuts that we've
consulted with the community. We need people
to be involved

Fhe participants in the Eugene Decisions pub-
ltc workshops this summer made initial decisions

about how the city should balance the budge
Most citizens decided they didn’t want 1o cut city
services, but rather cut the costs of providing

those services, Lugene Decisions coordinator Barb

Bellamy said
Cilizens expressed interest in expanding library

vices, social services, aflor

i ible housing and
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public safety, sccording to Eugene Decisions: Ke-
sults of Citizen Input Summer 1991

l'o Increase revenue, citizens suggested increas-
INg laxes, redu g services or crealing new user
foes

Bellamy said she believes citizen input in Eu-
Rene :]"I 1S1Ons Is tlli[h :m;n:rl..ru .|[]ii naecessary

“The council feels like the process will succeed
only with citizen input,” Bellamy said. “It takes
an informed public and an involved public to
make it work. Whatever kinds of changes we
make, the citizens will be able to make good
choices with good information.”

The City Council developed a short-term strate-
gy to balance the 1991-92 budget in November
1990, Short-term solutions included reducing
personnel, culling operating budgets and increas-
ing user fees

In March 1991, the City Council approved a
preliminary design for Eugene Decisions devel-
oped by the consulling firm ECO Northwest of
Eugene

The City Council looked at where Eugene was
financially at the time and the trends affecting the
city, Ballamy said. Two factors affecting Eugene
were the withdrawal of federal government fund-
ing to the city and the city’s population spurt

The next step of Eugene Decislons was 1o ob
taln citizen input about how city services should
be affected

The City Council held two public workshops in
July and August and conducted a random com-
munity telephone survey

A second round of public workshops will take
place in mid-November
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