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Student Publications Board of the Uni-
versity of Oregon

Aftor more than a year of planning
and preparation to make the ODE inde-
pendent of the University, the Student
Publications Board was abolished on
April 8, 1971 and replaced by a semi-
autonomous organization called the Or-
egon Daily Emerald Board of Directors

The purpose of this body was to tem-
porarily publish the ODE for several
months while making arrangements to
form an independent publishing corpo-
ration which would be financially and
logally separate from the University.

On June 29, 1971 the ODE Board of
Directors adopted a resolution to estab-
lished the Oregon Daily Emerald Pub-
lishing Company, Inc.

On OclL 26, 1971 thal organization
came into a state of legal existence un-
der the provisions of the Oregon Non-
profit Corporation Act. The first meeting
of the Board of Directors of the new cor-
poration was held in the EMU on Nov.
2,197
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bank loan
With independence

also came greatoer

liability. The U 'u\' rsity and state board
would no In. wer absorb the :----j-nn-.tl-ilm.
or the cost ol any ;n-. wntial b il action
which :1'.-‘,mt the Emerald had to pur

¢ libel and Hability insurance
We wore able to

for a reasonable rate,

secure the insurmnoe
Kerans said It
agent said 1t would be very

nsurance
hard 1o prove libel against a student pub
lication because no one thinks it's a cred
ible source.”’

Additional cost came to the newspaper
because the |IuI|']u'|]1f|'.llI! Emerald was no
!utn,.:--r ll.ll‘l of the University, so it could
no longer take any of its services

I'he biggest service the pre-indepen
fent Emerald received free-of-cost was
rent for the paper’s office space, then in
Room 301 Allen Hall

Bushnell said the paper considered
renting oflice space in a house off cam
pus, but decided it needed to be "at the
heart of the University

Ihat heart was the EMU, where the
Emerald moved in 1973 1o its current
home in Suite 300, occupying space once
used by the ASLIO

nol al tault in Lebanon

20th Anmversc:ry Issue

One of the first changes in production
was the setup of the Emerald’s own pro
duction shop Previously, the University
printing shop did the production

With our own production facilities,
when stortes happened we were able o
react to them more quickly,” Bushnell
sald. “"We had control of our own destiny
because our deadlines were more flexi

|

Although the \[l]'.! from the University
caused no tensions with the administra-
tion, the School of Journalism was less
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school had in mind, the ;,’” mieht
well go independent, k.”u‘, id

than \\'.uI the journal

Before the Emerald's independen
the newspaper's management would s
up lor a one-credit critique class
journalism school dean would sit down
with them during lunch on Fridays and
critique the week's papers

“The critique was in terms of what
journalism educators thought about the
|muiunl wi wern producing,” Bushne
said, adding that the focus was more on

!-I\I- and grammar than on content

Kerans sald some faculty on campus
felt that the journalism school should
have held tighter control over what the
Emerald published.

“The ‘led’ newspaper was the solution
at a number of colleg ges,”” he said. It hap
pened at a lot of private colleges and at a
lot of public colleges and universities

“On this campus, it was not the major
ity opinion, but it was an openly held po-
sition.”
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Bushnell said even after the Emerald
achieved independence, the paper man
aged to maintain a give-and-take relation
ship with the journalism school, olten go
ing into journalism classes to recruil stafl
members

“I think we had a better working rela-
tionship than the paper does now,” he
said.

Along with the independent Emerald
came the hiring of a non-student general
manager, who was rvlngutnd to the papers
business affairs only and would have no
say in the content of the publication,
Bushnell said
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“The whole idea was to strengthen and
perpetuate the role the college press
could play,” Bushnell said. "It should be
a place for some experimentation

“We did things that the tonal
newspapers weren’t doing, but are simi

lar to what they are doing now. "

pre ess

It is for thal reason the need for stu-
dent journalists to have a forum for ex
perimentation that Bushnell opposes
the idea of college newspaper advisers

“It seems that an adviser would put the
newspaper back to the point woe were try
}ll' ‘ul]ll

ing to got out ol,”
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Students protes! lrantian lakeover

Far left: 1979-80 stall members
John Healy and Jody Murray
went crary with perforated com
puter tape, stninging old Emer-
ald stories everywheoere Top
The 19/8-79 stafl at work amid
much clutter. Near left: Randy
Shilts, managing edilor in
1974-75 and author of And the
Band Played On, a book telling
of the early days ol the AIDS
epidemic

‘It seems that an adviser would
put the newspaper back to the
point we were trying to get out of.’

Art Bushnell,
Emerald editor, 1971-72,
Vice president, Reuters news agency
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