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Agencies working to aid homeless

Plans to use funds
from Legislature
to be discussed

By Hope Nealson
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tal agencies met to discuss new
strategies for the homeless in
August and earlier this month,
id Steve Manela, Lane Coun
ty Intergovernmental
Services administrator
The Lane County Health and
Human Services, the Intergov-
ernmental Human Service
Committee Basi:i
Needs/Community Action Sub
committee, and other interested
groups will put their strategies
to work with $500,000 in emer
gency hllllh“lh unds set aside
by the Oregon Legislature in
18991
The strategies include help
ing to resettle families and indi
viduals into affordable housing
and enhancing support services
to include child care
They will also try to Ih'][: the
homeless evolve from
lessness o permanent housing
and economic independence
through guidance and support
Susan Ban, executive direc
tor for Eugene Emergency
Housing, said the main prob
lem is that there is not enough
iffordable housing for low-in
families ‘5-1': sald home
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The waiting list for beds is
three to four weeks long, Ban
said. This means people are
forced to live on the streets, in
their cars or in the camp-
grounds

Four years ago the average
length of stay in the shelters
was 10 days, the average stay
last year was 48 days, Ban said

However, Manela said there
are open beds available in other
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shelters now

“About half of the people we
have served have had an adult
or two employed at minimum
wage,” she said. “The
not that they are not l:[:liliu\.n'll,
hut that minimum wage cannot
support them

Ban said Manela's strategies
are significant for addressing
ong-term problems, but the
t-term problem of needed
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Novertheless, Ban said more

income housing 18 needoed
ow, so that people can stay in
and remain sell-
Finding resources
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Funds from the Oregon Legislature may be used to improve condi-
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tions and space for homeless families in local shelters

prop sed solutions lor ll:r-
shortage of low-income hous
ing Jlim McCoy, executive di

ir 0l Lane County Hous
\-J|1t !J:'- role

e

I:n[!:\.

I o techr tha I
[
McCoy said he will use his
wency's resources lo develop

low-income housing. He said
LCHA is curren }
with rvices such as
Bird Clinic to
tant support syshe
i\l'n‘}l the
homes when crises hit

homeless in

“We will provide the hous
ing, but what we want to see is
service provided that will help
that family stabilize,” he said

(ne service covering the sup
port aspect of the plan is the
White Bird clinic in Eugene
Director Bob Dritz said his
group's part in the new plan is
to help the homeless by provid
ing support and guidance. He

id the
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clinic concentrateés on
physical
abuse
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Dritz said the clinic runs dif-
ferent kinds ol groups to meet
different types of needs. The
care varies from providing indi
vidual long-term counseling, to
support groups that offer ways
of meeting other people in the
same situation

“As | look out my
now, | see a group ol about 25
or 30 meeting,” he said, refer-
ring to an open group where
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Ifit's Thursday and you see this man on your bus you
may win a pfzza parfy for you and your friends.

f yOu see Steve. st Qo ul o jching) and say. “Hey St
want a pizza party”” The first pe 0 spot 1a will be treate
rzas and solt dnnks deliverad 1o their door tesy 'LTDPappr

Pizza anc 95.3 the KAVE T/ that riaht and hear Steve

WINNING moment on the KAVE

PAPA'S PIZZA
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