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It’s time to rethink
Columbus’ voyage

Next year will mark the 500th anniversary of Chris-
topher Columbus' “discovery" of America; this preced-
ing year should be a time for re-evaluating ingrained
perspectives — specifically, the ones surrounding this
disputable hero.

Chapter 1 in most American history books is usual-
ly an inspiring blow-by-blow account of Columbus’
“finding" of the “New World." From that glorious in-
troduction on, elementary, junior and high school stu-
dents are inundated with the wonders of the sailor and
his daring journey — the first in search of the Ameri-
can dream.

And 50 our collective memory of history is formed.
Fed the beautiful details about Columbus from day
one, few of us know the marred truths.

From his first arrival in the Americas, on a Caribbe-
an island, he led the enslavement of native islanders
for trade back in Spain, for slave labor on island estates
or for work in area gold mines and fields.

Of course, he had good reason to work the Arawak
people to their extinction: Gold. Profit. Money. And
should there be any nagging doubts, Columbus’ search
for the New World and all its riches was justified as
“God's work."

These two motivating factors continued to serve
well those following Columbus in their treatment of
America’s first inhabitants. (Yes, there were people
here before Columbus' “discovery,” and, no, they
weren't savages or heathens.)

Those living here B.C. 1 (Before Chapter 1) and
their descendants would be exploited, “civilized" and
Christianized non-stop over the next few hundred
years, all in the name of money or God, or both.

The details of this still-continuing saga, not sur-
prisingly, escape America's white-biased textbooks, re-
maining untold so the images of heroes like Columbus
may remain intact,

American history has typically been written and
taught from a Euro-American, male perspective. Wom-
en and non-whites have either remained unmentioned
or in the background, as if these groups didn’t have a
story to tell.

Truth is, American history is a synthesis of a varie-
ty of race and gender-related histories, each holding
equal value in its own right and each deserving to be
heard.

This nation’s history needs to come clean by telling
the bad with the good — even when it comes to treas-
ured champions like Columbus, and by acknowledging
all its participants’ versions of how we got where we
are today.

We've been taught to revere the man who “found”
America, but now it's time to learn the flip side. In a
nutshell, the coming of Columbus and all who came af-
ter wreaked irreparable havoc on this country's first in-
habitants. This fact needs to be incorporated into the
memory that encompasses Christopher Columbus.
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