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University health officials warn of AIDS danger

By Jason Keuter

18]

College studen
lorget the liul!l;;l'rh
three University
attended a summu
in San Diego title
vintion
operation.”

Progross

Foremost amon
wis how AIDS ed:
be taught more

i “"HIV Pre

Hflectively to

1o education eflorts, Robertson
said

Frank said the elimination of
iversity's health depart-

ts shouldnt the Un
of AIDS, say
ifficials who

' conference

ment will cause many prob
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means that students will no
longer get much needed infor-
mation about AIDS, Frank said
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concern among the participants
was the need to discover a lan
guage in which AIDS education
can be taught without alienat
ing college students

I'he behavior of college stu
dents makes them a group par
ticularly vulnerable to contract
ing HIV, Robertson said, ““The
is still with us, and
ill'n!lft' do know about it, but
the behavior hasn't changed.™

Robertson cited a University
survey taken spring 1990, in
which 47.5 percent of the stu-
dents surveved said that AIDS
had aflected their sex lives and
39.7 percent said they didn’t
feel that they had enough
knowledge regarding AIDS
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they had engaged in vaginal,
oral, or anal sex during the year
preceding the survey, and 35.7

percent said they rarely or ney
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er discuss their partner’s sexual
hoalth prior to intercourse
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may [eel uncomfortable voicing

concerns about HIV in a setting

where there's a lot ol
pressure, Robertson said
Social pressures also discoutr
age student involvement in
AlDS education. A student who
gots involved with AIDS educa
tion runs the risk of being so-
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cially stigmatized. It isn't
“cool” to be part of an organi-
zation educating students aboul
AIDS, Robertson said

““Heterosexuals have been
made to think HIV does not
concern them,' Frank said
“How AIDS spread in Africa
should teach heterosexuals that
AIDS is their problem too.”

In fact, the spread of AIDS in
the Western World is increas-
ingly conforming to the paltern
in Alrica, where the
spread [irst through the hetero
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