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Conservative group
pushes views again

The Oregon Citizen's Alliance is at it again
Lon Mabon, head of the radically conservative
group, recently d to help begin pro
1

ceedings for a May. 1992 ballot initiative that would

unme to Springhe

eliminate gay and lesbian rights “once and for all’
from the town’s anti-discriminatory statute.
Should OCA have its way, the proposed initiative

would incorporate a section forbidding government
";’;r:-':.:.!jurl_ encouragement, or facilitation of homo
sexuality, pedophilia, sadism, and masochism.”

Notice the group’s lumping together of homosexu

ality with sexual behavior typically viewed as violent
and unacceptable. Nice ploy. Mentioning it in the same
breath as masochism should succeed in bending at
least & few minds to view homosexuality in the same
wiy OCA does: detestably abnormal
And that's the trouble here. This latest stunt typi
fies one of OCA’s main objectives, which is to make
ire every Oregonian, and ultimately world citizen no
doubt, thinks as it does
The group punished last year's Republican guber
wtarial candidate and Oregon Attorney General Dave

Frohnmayer when he refused to modify s pro-choice
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And the group is now putting a ballot measure 1o
November, 1992 that would formally classify
| (X behavior as abnormal

viously have a bone to pick prob

., they're forcing that bone down all our throats

I'he most bothersome thing about OCA 1s 1ts assuranc

their way is the only way. Regardless of peoples

stance on issues such as homosexuality and abortion,
many don't appreciate the attempted conversion to
OCA ideology.

The group's militant conservatism does more harm
than good. It defeats any possibility of compromise by
both creating distance and walls between involved par-
ties. OCA should ease its oppressive stance and allow
others the right it so readily claims to their opinions
and lifestyles.

Put cars anywhere
but the Bean courts

It's not the most glamorous place in the world to
play basketball. Some of the nets hang in dirty tatters
from drooping, bent hoops. The asphalt surface, cov-
ered with faded lines and a scattering of gravel, is pit-
ted and cracked in places. But for basketball players of
all abilities, the courts at 15th Avenue and Moss Street
are the best game in town,

Because of construction to expand the parking lot
across from Bean Complex, cars are temporarily parked
underneath the baskets and on the free-throw lines.
The amount of available playing space has var-
ied.Although two courts have been cleared and are
now protected with sawhorses, the space at Bean is
much smaller. It's clear the students have given th
selves a raw deal: To gain a few parking spaces, they
traded away a place where anyone with a ball and a

pair of sneakers can get some exercise and fresh au
tumn air

Th
y distance ot campus to 5‘!.;'\ outdoor, full-court bas

¢ Bean courts were the only [1'..31 ¢ within walk

kethall the way it was meant to be played. The other
irts around campus are either too small (a few

] or too crowded and way too competitive la few
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