Exxon beats the rap,
Alaska foots the bill

Exxonerated, Exxhausting, Exxasperating.

Call it what you will, but the mighty oil conglomer-
ate got off the hook easy. Way too easy.

On Tuesday, a federal judge approved a plan
which Exxon will pay $1 billion in settlements for the
1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill. The plan will end all fed
eral and state litigation against the oil giant.

At first glance, the settlement appears Exxpansive
The $1 billion includes $900 million, which Exxon
will pay over the next 11 years, as well as $100 mil-
lion, which will go to state and federal agencies for
their roles in rehabilitating Prince William Sound. In
addition, Exxon was hit with a $125 million fine by
pleading guilty to four misdemeanor counts.

Now let’s take this settlement step by step

The $125 million fine is a sham. In return for a
cepting the fine, Exxon was permitted to drop two telo
ny charges. Four misdemeanor counts for the biggest
environmental catastrophe ever. When the Exxon Val
dez ran aground, nearly 11 million gallons of crude oil
spilled into the sound.
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For a company that
stated profits of $2.2 bil-
lion in the first quarter
alone of 1991, a $1 billion
settlement is a crude joke,

On top of that, Exxon
only has to pay $25 mil-
lion of the fine. Because of
garlier “restoration ef
forts’ to Prince William
Sound, the court suspend
ed the other $100 million.
In all fairness, Exxon did
try and contain the spill,
but only after the damage was already done. Rewarding
the company for “controlling” something that
shouldn’t have happened in the first place is complete-
ly ludicrous.

Five months ago, the court rejected a similar settle
ment proposed by Exxon. This time, the difference was
an additional $50 million for restoration of the sound
But $50 million isn't even going to make a dent in the
environmental damage.

The Exxon proposial was accepted in the face of
new reports that the damage to the sound could ex
pand to as much as $15 billion. Who's going to pay for
the restoration? Certainly not Exxon, and the state of
Alaska simply can't afford it. So a once pristine, beauti-
ful bay will forever remain shrouded in oil residue.

Thankfully, there are still hundreds of civil suits
pending against Exxon. But any hope of raking the con-
glomerate over the coals is gone. One-on-one against
private citizens, Exxon will triumph. They have the
crushing financial means, a bevy of Iz;wycrs. and a slew
of slick legal maneuvers that would make even the
most despicable ambulance-chaser cringe.
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Coming out

Friday, Oct. 11, is National
Gay and Lesbian Coming Uul
Day. We would like to ask fu
ulty members to take a few mo
maents in classes this week to
mention the contributions ol
gay men and lesbians in your
respective  academic  disci
plines. (Give us a call if you
need some name suggestions;
we will try to help.)

This simple idea is a way ol
counlering the current atmos-
phere of hate, harassment and
crime. It's a time to let students
know that the University re-
spects the diversity of lesbians
and gay men

Dominick Vetri, Law
Deltra Ferguson, Women's
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