Parents take on volunteer role
at Amazon Child Care Center
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Children at the Amazon Child Care Center enjoy a Iree ride courtesy of a volunteer

By Colleen Pohiig
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'he non-profit center, startoed in 1978, 1s a |
Lime parent cooperative gi d Wi Ao
olved child care. Parents are in | i
t of the Center from doing the dishes |
hing kindergarten and everything In
.!."l'!l!li:'.\.".l.:\:". 18 though Lhey own U
program and so they don’t feel like intruds
Coenter Director Susie Blanchard said. "“They ar
here all the time they're here cooking, tl
here cleaning or they're here In the classroom

I'key get to know the Kids and so | don't think

the kids' needs go unmet,” Blanchard sald

parents are able to reduce their monthly child
care bill. The reductions are based on how many
hours a week they are willing to work

The Center is open to children of University
students, with Amazon residents having first pri
ority. Currently enrolled are 46 children, 36 of
whom are in the preschool/kindergarten program
Of the 36, 26 I)i]rl'llth are |:n'9~|'||I!\' “co-opping
which makes for an outstanding ratio of parents
to children.

The remaining 10 children are in a new pro
gram started this fall called Latch-Key. The pro-
gram, initiated at the request ol student parents,
gives seven to 10-year-olds the opportunity to be
involved in extra curricular activities after school
rather than going home to an empty house

The Center rents out the Amazon Community
Room in the afternoons and the kids play soccer,
learn art, play the piano, or just plain have fun in
the same parent-involved child care atmosphere
as the Center

“Some of them (Latch-Key participants] are
previous day-care kids so the parents have a great
deal of affection for the co-op,” Blanchard said
“Most of them are aged 7 to 10 and they have no
where to be and they basically ended up hanging
out here (Amazon Center), so the parents called
me and said ‘let’s put something together”."

Blanchard, director since 1982, brought her
philosophy on how kids should grow up at the
center. Kids should be in an environment where
each child can experience and develop coopera
tive autonomy without inhibiting his or her free
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By volunteering their time at the Center, the
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and without the support groups

get through.”

Stull said he thinks of the Center as
rather than just a child care facility,
sons. The first is that the parents wh
able o network with other parents 1
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lems and share their experiences

who may be going through the same t

The sed 1 reason slull consider
center ist Susi there,"” he
to bring progrums and support gre

lo the co op for student parents

Finally, the Center acts as a re

“there are lots of other stu
a lot of information about

in school to the co-op,” Stull sa
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25% OFF Silver Rings
$1.00 OFF Posters
FREE Earring with Every Poster

Lazar’s Bazar

Rock and Roll Headquarters
57 W Broadway * 687.0139 0957 Willamette St * 342.1789

Both locatic Yowntown Mall
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THE FAR SIDE By GARY LARSON

i‘ .

| i

. N>

| — % iz
: ‘_J.. ,‘ -
. 5 A 9
; ¥

. s, | b,
I il O 4

At the monthly meeting of Squidheads Anonymous
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