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Lawmakers propose dividing California in two

SACRAMENTO
(AP) Fifty years
ago, it was the
prnpum'l] state of
Jofferson. In the 1970s, it was
Alta California
Now a group of disgruntled
officials wants to creale o now
state of Northern California
with plenty of redwoods,
mountains, and water but rela-
tively few people
“The current form of govern-
ment in California does not
work for rural and suburban
counties,” Assemblyman Stan
Statham, R-Redding, said at a
Capitol news conference Mon-
day

Disgruntled northern reps asking for their own state

Statham, Nanked by supervi-
sors from five small northern
California counties, asked all
58 counties to put an advisory
question on the June 1992 bal-
lot. His question: “Should Cali-
fornia be divided into two
states?"”

If enough voters agree, he
said he would sponsor a bill in
the Legislature to make the
split.

His proposal would have to
be approved by the Legislature,
which is dominated by south-
ern California lawmakers who

would fear losing water from
the north. The U.S. Congress
would also have to approve the
change

Statham released a map that
he stressed was only a proposal
for a state of Northern Califor-
nia with 27 rural counties
mostly north of Sacramento
His state would have a popula-
tion of 2.2 million, out of Cali-
fornia’s 30 million, and an area
of 55,000 square miles, about a
third of the state.

The 27 counties are mostly
rural ones with the largest cit-

ies being Santa Rosa with
112,000 people, Vallejo with
103,000, Redding with 65,000
and Napa with 56,000

The state would include Lake
Tahoe, the North Coast red-
woods, the northern Sierra Ne-
vada, the Trinity Alps, Lassen
Peak and Mount Shasta and the
huge reservoirs of Oroville
Lake and Shasta Lake.

“It's time to admit the pres-
oent system will never, never
work in the best interests of ru-
ral California,”” Statham said.
“Frankly, with California’s
population distribution, North-
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There have been several pre-
viously unsuccessful proposals
1o divide California

The latest was a 1978 bill by
Sen. Barry Keene, D-Vallejo,
that would have created an
“Alta California” north of the
Tehachapi Mountains. South-
ern Californians tried unsuc-
cessfully to divide the state in
1852, 1859 and 1907 and north-
ern Californians in 1941 and
1965

The 1941 attemp!t was an ef-
fort to join several northern
California counties with south-
ern Oregon counlterparls lo
form a new stale to be called
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served the option of bringing
agpravated murder charges
against Kephart if Stephanie
dies from her injuries
Harcleroad said he agreed not
to seek the death penalty if a
murder case arises.

Videotaped statements by
Amanda and by Kephart's wife,
Lisa Kephart, may be intro-
duced as evidence during
Kephart's sentencing Nov. 18,
uccording to court records.

Harcleroad said no decision
has been made about whether
to charge Lisa Kephart in any of
the incidents

Kephart was held in the Lane
County Jail under $320,000 se-
curity alter his arrest March 25
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