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Renters’ civil rights
deserve high priority

It looks like Portland civil rights legislation may fi-
nally expand its menu to include the city’s gay and les-
bian community along with those experiencing hous-
ing discrimination because of their income source

Portland's City Council held its final meeting yes-
terday to hash over a recently proposed civil rights or-
dinance that would prohibit discrimination in employ
ment, housing and public accommodations based on
sexual orientation and income source

The final draft of the ordinance, recently signed by
Mavor Bud Clark and the four city commissioners. has
the support of all five council members.

Those against the proposal say that passage of the
anti-discriminatory source-of-income legislation would
put landlords at risk by protecting those with unstable
incomes

This group, however, bears no real risk. The provi
sion allows landlords to check potential renters’ finan
cial references along with the reliability and amount of
ncome

So, the landlords can be sure they'll get their mon
ev and make sure it’s legit. No problem. right? Wrong

Since outright discrimination based on race, reli
gion, physical disability and age was made illegal
VEErs ago, source ol income offers a handy way to re
ject the “wrong'* people in a legal way. It only makes
sense to deny a single mother, minority family, dis-
abled person or elderly couple housing because their
income may consist of disdainful moneys such as wel-
fare, social security or alimony

Passage ol this proposal would tear a convenient
facade from landlords, forcing them to rent to those
they previously would have denied on shaky ground

Raising even more of a stink s the official ac-
knowledgment and protection of gay and lesbian
rights

This issue has garnered an increasing amount ol
venomous reaction from conservative groups every-
where, the most vocal being the Oregon Citizens Alli
ance Besides officially opposing the recent proposal
OCA is trying to push an Oregon constitutional amend
ment formally classifving homosexuality as abnormal

It's good to see the gay and lesbian groups' staving
power in the face ol such fear-based oppression. They
can find strength in other persecuted groups’ past and
present struggles

Prejudice against various groups remains an ugly
mark on this country's continuing history. But that
same history shows changes can be made, if fought for
hard enough

I'he proposal of this ordinance proves this, but the
fight won't be over should it be approved. Minority
and women's groups everywhere can attest that pas
sage of civil rights legislation is not enough to gain
true equal status in this society

The reasan why: Laws have the power to change
peoples’ actions, but not the magnitude to change tears
and misunderstandings ingrained over generations

The first step has been taken, however, with this
proposal’s support. It's a good sign that America may
after all be a land of equal opportunity
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