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Kickers, linemen limited by

1991 NCAA rule changes

Kickers around the counltry may collect subpar stals this year, as the NCAA Football Rules Commutles

narrowed the goal post by almost five teet
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By Dave Charbonneau

Ernerald Sports Reporter

Oregon kicker Gregg McCal-
lum had not missed an extra

point lry in two seasons and 73

attumpts with the Ducks. But

in his first attempt in the open-
ing game of the season, McCal-
m misfired
MceCallum's miss may have

n a result of one of the
AA's 10991 rule changes
I the goalposts had been
{er like they used to, it
{ have gone through,"” M
iid alter the Ducks’
ing win over Washington
M im seems to have
isted. Although he has
ea One -.".\u-Iu'n:_L;:m] at

tempts so far, he has hit eighl
'Als since Washington Stale

Dut if McCallum collects
poor final stats this year, he
won't be alone. The Hl‘.l:i:ll‘-l"
icross the country are being
narrowed by almost five feet,
lrom 23-leel-4 1o 18-6

'he NCAA Football Rules
Committee adopted the rule,
believing that teams were pul
ting too much emphasis on
kickers, and that PAT and short
field },'Ilr.ill‘\ were lll'(_lll!lil\}.‘,
much too routine. Two years
ago, the committee tried to hin-
der the kicking game by pruhlh-
iting the use of tees, but that
rule has had little effect on the
game

Last year, 97 percent of extra
point attempts and 88 percent
of field goal attempts from in-
side the 30-yard line were con-
verled

The new width is the same as
the NFL, which could ease the
transition from college to the
pros for kickers, but the college
hash marks (which are much
wider than the pros) have been
left intact

I'he result is that kickers are
going to be faced with tough
angles on some Reld goals. In
the NFL, the hash marks are
lined up with the goal posts
[70-feet-9 from the sidelines);
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Tougher posts, penalties the result

the college hash marks are 53-
feot-4 from the sidelines.

While it may be tougher for
kickers to score points, offen-
sive linemen will be drawing
more flags this season due to
another rule change: Holding
calls will continue to warrant a
five-yard penalty, but the pen-
Uty will be assessed from the
spot of the foul rather than
[rom the line of scrimmage.

Assistant Head Coach Neal
’ ukos, the Oregon offen

s and centers coach

1cks, said he is strong

opposed to the new rule

As an offensive line coach, |
think it's a terrible rule,” he
suld. “It's almost like a double

‘In practice, we
had a player hold
13 yards behind
the line of
scrimmage, so
you're looking at
1st down and 28.’
Neal Zoumboukos,
Coach, offensive guards and
cenfers

whammy. You get the five-yard
penalty, plus the yardage loss
from the spot of the foul.”

Defensive line coach Joe
Schalfeld is also opposed to the
rule despite the benefits 1o the
defense.

“It's a greal rule when they
hold our guys,” he said, “but
it's not when it hurts our team.
I just think it’s too harsh of a
rule.”’

Zoumboukos agrees.

“In practice, we had a player
hold 13 yards behind the line
of scrimmage, so you're looking
at 1st down and 28," he said.

Both coaches said the rule
has not had an effect in a game
situation so far this year

<4ASTAFF»> |

Photographers: Jane Ballin,
Ahdre Ranieri
Ad Sales: Jean Bradley
Production: Matt Morin,
Jennifer Smith,

Female Dog:

0-251bs 7.50
25-40lbs 30.00
40-50lbs  40.00
530-601bs 65.00
60-70lbs 75.00

'AMAZ()N_PARK
ANIMAL CLINIC

Extended Hours:
M- Tam-Bpm Sat 8am-4pm

Low Cost Spay/Neuter

-Keep Your Pet Healthy and at Home-

It i heat or pregnant 10.00 extra

Male Dog:

0-501Ibs 25.00
50-0ver 35.00

Female Cat: 27.50
Male Cat: 15.00

A FULL SERVICE
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

485-0161
725 E. 25th

ba yegon Dady Emerard regon Footha Frnday, Septembe



