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Thomas nomination
a reflection of times

Clarence Thomas, nominee to the U.S. Supreme
Court, is one of the Horatio Alger stories conservatives
love to talk about. Born poor in rural Georgia, educated
at Yale Law School, Thomas is approaching the pinna-
cle of his career — lifetime membership in the coun-
try’'s most exclusive club.

The furor over his nomination stems from many
sources. At 43, he would be one of the youngest jus-
tices ever. His judicial career is skimpy, his qualifica-
tions sparse. But it is his race and his supposed politi-
cal views that have garnered the most attention.

Thomas is black. He is also conservative, a near
180-degree flip-flop from the man he is replacing,
staunch liberal Thurgood Marshall.

Critics call his nomination a pelitical maneuver,
They claim that by nominating a black, Bush has virtu-
ally guaranteed confirmation, thus putting yet another
conservative on the court. Dissenting senators have to
balance possible charges of racism (and subsequent
loss of votes) against fair review of the nominee. For
them, it's a no-win situation.

Time to face some cold, hard facts. Since 1968, lib
crals have only been in the White House for four years
During that time, there were no openings on the Su
preme Court, Thomas, if confirmed, will be the seventh
new justice since Nixon took office.
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Add the Oregon Daily Emerald to the list of groups
who oppose Thomas' nomination. But like all the other

critics, it doesn't look like it will make much differ
ence. Thomas is going to be the next |
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The Oregon Daily Emerald will attempt to print all
letters containing comments on topics of interest to the
Unmiversity community
Letters to the editor must be limited to no more than
t with many maor 250 words, legible signed and the identification of the
writer must be verified when the letter is submitted.
I'he Emerald reserves the right to edit any letter for
; ienpt!

DATA SHOW
LA | Ab D
I ONSUMEKRD

ARENT SPENDING

WHEN OUR SALES

THEN MAYBE wELL
START ™ Pick VP

TIVE You A JOB.

ENOUGH

2 Omoon Daly Ememakd Fnday, September 27 1991

i
NS mmme

MAVEE AT WALF
YOUR CLD Pay _'-.é

—




