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Work awaits willing volunteers
Students’ help sought by many groups

and she was taken to the shel
ler.

1 felt great that she got oul
of there and we were able to in-
tervene and tell her she had a
safe place to go."

Womenspace is not the only
program that uses student help.
In fact, an organization exists in
Eugene with a sole purpose of
matching volunteers with com-
munily groups that need them

“At any given lime, there are
about 500 to 1,000 openings
out there," said Theresa Laks of
the Voluntary Action Cenler, a
department of the United Way
Located at 123 Qakway Center,
the organization receives re-
quests for volunteers of all ages
and skill levels

One week the center's open-
ings included positions as a
child care teacher’s aide, a
companion for retarded citizens
and an artist for Parent Infor-
mation Network promotional
malerials

The week before, the center
placed volunteers in jobs work
ing as a “play pal” for Easter
Seals children, a kitchen helper
for a senior nutrition program
and a repairer for Womenspace

“You can do anything,” Laks
said. "You can work one day
for one hour on an event like
the Eugene Celebration or you
can work on an ongoing basis
up to 40 hours a week or more
if you like.”

Laks said the most common
volunteer '.:[H‘I'.;.:'.él.\' the center
receives are for clerical help
and drivers. Another popular
request is for companions lor
the disabled and elderly, s}
.‘nllll

To hook with
these jobs, students can call
G83-9000
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Laks said a placement coun
selor will interview them on
the phone about the amount ol
time they have available, the is
sues they are interested and the
type of people (e.g. children,
women) with whom they
would like to work. Then
counselor will offer the op-
lions.
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Students may not be able to
earn money for their efforts, but
the University's ESCAPE pro-
gram offers one upper-division
credit for every 30 hours volun-
leered

The reasoning is that stu-
dlflll.‘i can glft l!x[}l!rjﬂll(:l! Vulutl-
teering that will help them with
their careers.

“(Volunteering) is an alter-
native to sitting on your butt in
the classroom,” said Amber
Brand, who works with ES-
CAPE. "You can get a reality
check on what the world is
about.”
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