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I'his is not the lamous Pucei

ni opera Madame Butterfly To
i takeoff, but this
Awird winning
bizarre

an extent it s
1988 Tony

play 18 maore
it's based on somaothing that ac

because

tually happened

M. Butterfly, Asian-American
David Henry
and doe
born Irom a nows
story ol events thal look }J'..n e
in the world of international
spy rinps between Paris and
Betjing « aring the Vietnam War

and the aftermath of those

playwright
|i\\ ing's story of love

ception, was

I'he real French diplomat,
Boernard Boursicot, fell i love
with Shi I‘t'ljl': i Jl'ljuul.ll’ (Chi
nese opera ‘-i.".}'\l'l' who he
though! wils 4 wommar
gend has it that Boursicot
ually passed classified in
lion o E'l';i:u under the
belief that she' would b
harmed by the Chinese govern
ment otherwise. But it wasn't
intil they wero both jailed that
Bouriscot di

lrue 1,;«;1-h-r

scovered Peipu's

I'his Is one of your maore
thought-provoking,
mentary type ol intellectual
said Patricia Cusick, as

plays,"”
sistant director of marketing at
the Hult Coentoer

“And from the wav tickets
are selling out over the more
traditional, lighter plays and
musicals, the dramatic appeal
of M. Butterfly has been more
than anticipated.”™

M. Butterfly ran for 777 per
formances on Broadway the
longest-running play since

AR

sl nation tour
playe d 25 citlies in 52 woeks
becoming one ol the longest
ind most successiul opening
tours of a straight dramatic
priay

When [lirst rescarching the
found a quole
from Boursicot that was an at
1 for the fact
that he had never seen his Chi

tory, Hwang
ten

il 1o account

nese Cgirlriend "naked

Mo said | thought she was
v modest T thought it wa
(Chin cuslon Hwar 1
it o
Now, | am aware tl |
ot a4 Chines Lt il
Asian women are no more shy

with their lovers than
of the Wesl,” added Hwang

| am also aware, however, that

arn: waoin

Boursicol's a sumptlion was
[ istent with o certain stereo
typed view ol Asians as bow

ing, passive Howaors

“He probably thought he had

found his Madame Butterfly,
said Hwang, adding that in Chi
nese-American slang, a “Bulter
fly” is a woman who puersoni

lies the Western cultural stereo
type ol the passive Oriental
woman

Thus came the idea of de
constructing Puccini’s classic
opera about a young Asfan
woman who pines away and fi
nally dies for her love of a cruel
American naval officer

Hwang came up with his
own twist to the play: The
Frenchman fantasizes that he is
Pinkerton (the naval ollicer)
and his lover is Butterfly

By the end of the piece, how
ever, he realizes that it is he
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who has been Butterfly, in that
he has been -11.;!- d by ]ln.i', .ﬂ!(i
the Chinese spy who exploited
that love is the real Pinkerton

But one might ask how such
s delusion could ;nmmhl\' be
carried through

“From my point ol view,"
Hwang wrote in his script's
alterword, “'the
story of a Frenchman duped by
i Chinese man masquerading as
a woman always seemed per-
foctly explicable,
gree of misunderstanding be-
tween men and women and

\\\\ b

‘impossible’

given the de
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also between East and West, it
seemed inevitable that a mis-
take of this magnitude would
one day take place.”

If anything, M. Butterlly is
intended as a challenge for the
audience lo question the essen-
tial relationships of East and
Waest, men and women, fantasy
and reality

“1 consider it a plea to all
sides to cut through our respec-
tive layers of cultural and sexu-
al misperceptions, to deal with
one another truthfully for our
mutual good,"” Hwang said
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File photo
The characters of Boursicot and Peipu fall into a love complicated by deception in David Hwang's M. But-
tertly, which will play at ti,e Hult Center beginning Sept.30.

“Those who prefer to bypass
the work involved will remain
in a world of surfaces, with
misconceptions running ram-
pant,” he added. “This is, to
me, the convenient world in
which the French diplomat and
the Chinese spy lived.”

M. Butterfly opens the Hult
Center's On-Broadway series
Monday, Sept. 30 at 8 p.m. in
the Silva Concert Hall. Tickets
are $25, $22.50, $18.50, and
$15 and are available at the
EMU Main Desk or by calling
the Hult Center at 687-5000
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