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Holland’s departure marks end of stormy era

Funding problems, controversies brought frustration’ to deanship

By Christopher Blair

Emerald Editor

A browsa through law school Dean
Maurice Holland's file at the University
Nows Bureau tells the story of a trou
bled five-vear tenure, the story ol a dean
who simply didn’t fitin

I'here are lotters clipped from publi
cations all over the state, .l“][l}{ for his
resignation. There are news ilems about
many Holland-law school issues the
American Bar Assoclation’s threats to
remove the school's accreditation be
cause of funding problems; the outcry
that followed when a law instructor was
made to apologize to his class for di

scribing his activities with a gay rights
] F
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he did. They point to his afforts to n
store lunding to 1
that he was "an effective advocate.”

Bul Holland said his
style and conservative politics led to nu
clashes with faculty

He said a perfect example
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was his testimony in favor of U1.S. Su
preme Court nominee Robert Bork in
1987

Bork asked Holland, in addition
soven other active and former low

deans, to testify on his behall at his Son
ate confirmation hearings in Washing
ton, D.C. During the hearing, Holland

sald Dork had drawn fire

u judge who had

for his conservative philosophy, was
one ol the most acox ".I]'El‘-:'"."l’ andd s
tinguished legal scholars ol his genera

‘After five years, the
faculty clearly had come to
the point where they
wanted a change’

Maunce Holland

But I'm sure that some people her

felt that 1 couldn’t disguise the fact that |

was dean of the law school
Haolland also said his sty le
ship which he likened 1o
mander of a navy vessel pu
wdds with professors and administra

of leader
1

he com
1 him at

flors
That is not the way things are tradi

tionally done at the University of Ore
gon, but | think that's a mistake,” he
said, adding that his colleagues are more

customed to a method of consensus
ind compromise

1 think they should creald mnd en
courage strong deans, boecause thinx
that's the best way o have strong

schools

Holland also cited a lack of support

from the University administration, par
ticularly during a controversy surround
ing an instructor's classroom presenta
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July 1, 1986 Maurice Holland, formery the
acting dean of Indiana University's Schoal of
uw.L:omu Oregon's 11th law school dean.

Sepl. 20, 1987: With seven other active and
former law school deans, Holland osufies 10
the US. Senate in favor ol Supreme Court
nomines Robert Bork.

Feb. 5, 1990: In the first of a saries of latters, the
American Bar Association threaisns to remove
the law school [rom its list of accredited
institutions, citing low faculty salaries, poor
funding and a high student-to-faculty ratio.
Because of the Orngon Legislature’s [ailure to
respond with adeq funding. law school
anrollment cuts and tuition (ncreases resulL

April 14, 1900: Holland speaks before the grou
Oreganians In Action, saying he disagroes wi
the powar and scope of fedoral land-use laws. A
stary about Holland's speech in The Oregonlan
says Holland compared land-use laws to
socialism. In response. Daschutes County
Commissioner Tom Throop, a land-use plannar,
sands a letter to nine state legislators, calling
Holland's statements “'the best apgumaent | have
over soun for getiing the state out of tho law
school business.”

Oct. 11, 1900: Instructor Greg Johnson sxplains
Als aCUViLes wi

schoal class. Some
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Nov. 30, 1090: Asmstant Dean Chapin (lark
i Yy ag ORsZ0s making hins
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May 8, 1001: ABA announces |1 acoepls the law
school upgrades, and withdraws throeats to

remove accreditation

July 31, 1991 Provost Nurman Wessells
annocunces he (s a niing & committes to fnd
a replacernant for Holland, who will step down
as dean but continue taching
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