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University plays host to gifted kids

Young students get chance to meet intellectual peers

By Hasan Jafn

Emeraid Contnbutor
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This uneommon
this time of year, but what made this graduation
ceremony on the University campus different was
that the graduates were 150 sixth-to-ninth graders
from 113 Oregon communities and seven other
stales

The ceremony marked the end of two weeks ol
fun and studying for the students at the 14941
Summer Enrichment Program for Talented and
Gilted students

The TAG program was created by Dr. George
Shepard 10 years ago for the top three percent of
Oregon's students. The two week program costs
$545, which includes tuition, room and board
During the two weeks, the students follow a rigor-
ous program. They attend six classes five days a
week and lake part in a variety of physical and
mental activities like playing sports and creative
writing. Along the way the students are guided by
teachers and counselors in the program

The most important aspect of the program is to
give freedom of choice and provide more of a
challenge to the students than public schools do

“These students have been subjected 1o public
schools that are based upon false chronological
age beliels about children,” Shepard said. “Every
thing is linked up K to 12 grades. They never had
any freedom ol choice in educational programs.™

Because of the rigidity of the educational sys
tem, these bright students are vulnerable to many
problems, including becoming bored with school

“Boredom in school is number one,” Shepard
said, "not having true peers around. True peers
are people who think like vou and are interested
in what vou do.’
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Being in the program also helps these students
make friends that they otherwise would nol. Mak
ing friends, said Steve Moore, a ¢ ounselor and ed
acation student at Lane Community College,
helps these kids realize that there are other kids
like them and they actually meoet those kids.’

‘I made a lot of new friends,” sald Amber
Wampler, a 12-year-old from Florence "1 have a
new best friend You get along better with kids
who think the same way as you do

For adnussion in the students are
judged on intelligenc
above average intellectual abilities
leadership skills and skills in visual and perfor
mance arts

Even though most of the students are straight A
students, some are not. Brock Ralley, a 13-yvear
old 8th grader from Eugene, had a 2.7 GPA, bul
he scored above average in the mathematics se
tion of the Scholastic Aptitude Test and was also
a leader of his group in the Invention Convention

As part of the program, the students also learn
to deal with peer pressure and being stereotyped

nerds. '
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REPAIRS & CYCLES
1340 WILLAMETTE

TANNING
MACHINE

$

GET ONE FREE!
ANY MENU ITEM.

texcluding pies, supers and giants)

New location only -
1888 Franklin Blvd.

Next to 7-11 on Villard

BUY ONL,

“TCBY”

Fhe Countrys Best hgurl -

Coupon expires Aug. 31, 1991
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ORIENTAL BUFFET

Fyeryday low prices

NoTh 1307 @ Fry 10:30-6
Sat 11:30-4:30

1275 Alder 683-8886
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BE COMPENSATED FOR YOUR TIME !
WHILE HELPING OTHERS :

See Eugene’s newest and most professiona

blood plasma center Z
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Call 683-9430 for more information.

J-MAR BIOLOGICAL

Right on the bus-line!

THE FAR SIDE

e oIra w31 Syrehcate

Mr. Bailey? There s a gentleman here who claims
an ancestor of yours once deliled his crypt, and now
you re the last remaining Bailey and oh, |
something about a curse. Should | send him in? J

COLLECT SENSATIONAL
SUMMER TUMBLERS!
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Full Meal
Deal
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Include:
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Burger

Soft Drink
Queen Sundae, plus this
sensalional summer

tumbler
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