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Wave of opposition
may wipe out Thomas

When U.S. Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Mar-
shall resigned from his seat on the Supreme Court it
marked the end of an era. Marshall was an integral part
of many of the court’s more famous civil rights rulings.
The court's first black justice was the champion of
many liberal causes.

Depending on whom one talks to, the opinions
about Marshall's performance on the bench vary wide-
ly. Conservatives say he was an ideologue wanting to
legislate from the judicial branch. But in the eyes of the
people who struggle for civil rights, abortion rights and
many of the other freedoms allegedly available in
America, Marshall was a justice who understood what
it was like to face bigotry and oppression.

That's why it comes as no surprise that George
Bush's recent nomination of U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals Judge Clarence Thomas to the U.S. Supreme
Court has caused a stir in Washington. As the Bush
camp has been sure to stress, Thomas was brought up
in poverty — he lived in a sharecropper’s shack — in
Georgia before segregation was abolished. He worked
his way up from those humble beginnings to his pres-
ent position as a nominee to the highest court in the
country. Like Marshall., Thomas's background should
make him more sensitive to the problems of minorities
But unlike Marshall, Thomas does nothave a strong be-
lief in affirmative action efforts.

Because of his beliefs Thomas has fallen under crit-
icism previously. As chairman of the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission during the Reagan ad-
ministration, his actions angered many minority
groups such as women, blacks, Hispanics, the handi-
capped and the elderly.

Those same groups are now coming out in to op-
pose his nomination to the high court.

The opposition to Justice David Souter’s nomina-
tion did not rise quite so swiftly and loudly when he
was first appointed. Thomas faces some tough ques
tioning ahead. For his part, he is keeping his comments
to the press short. If opposition to Thomas's appoint
ment continues to grow, Bush might find that his latest
nominee is the first to put a new verb into use: He may
get “Borked.”

WHY DO THEY CALL
COLLEGE CLASSES
"ACADEMIC™ @

~

29
T

T

g’f
(]
Ui

L

-

Ednorial Editor: Pat Malact
Graphics Editor: Jat! Pasiay

Advertising Wt O

Clansified: ifoggy Mol

Business: kaly Carbong
Production Sand D
General Manager Joxty e

MNewsroom, Business Office
Producton

... Jumerald

P.O. BOX 3150. EUGENE. OREGON 97403

Tha Oregon Daily Emaraid s published daily Moraday throogh Frday duning 1he

yaw and Tuosday and Thursday dur ng Ihe summdr Dy [Na Orog Oaty F morand |
) Ine ot tho University of Oroagon. E ugons wp

Tha Emenikd oparatos indapancentty of 1Na Linversdy wit! oh il Sutoe X
E o Mamorial Dnon and & a moembe: of 1 Ass o dalisd Frao

The Emaraid s prviade property  The uniaw MOV O ) Pty
Dy law

Edaos-in-Chiet a T LI

Managing Editor: Par Maact News | ditor i 't

Sports Editor A v
Night Edior al Maas

Associate Lditors

Stwudent Government Activiies [Daraly
Higher £ ducation Administration. Chios |
Communfty . H

0 Ward
wy. Managar Joan
atty HRoye | ryn Scharwil, Tera Surral, Sharon Vs
Mo apew
Supewviser Daralyn Trappe
Advartesng Coorttanaio

Production Manage:
J46-5511
64381

463712
M6-434]

Display Advertising
Classified Advertming

LETTERS POLICY

The Oregon Daily Emerald will attempt to print all
letters containing comments on topics of interest to the
University community

I'he Emerald reserves the right to edit any letter for
length or style
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