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Falcon seeks record
In two-mile at meet

By Ashley Conklin
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It fits into my schedule pretty well Fualcon said when he wa
i Eugene two weeks ago People are alwavs hiee 1 5000

mite going for a world record. I1's really never be riesd at
miles so | thought | would at least give it a tr

Falcon agreed to make an attempt at a two-mile wor f
when meet director Tom Jordan guaranteed Falecon he could |
a rabbit to take out a tast pace 1o help push Falcos

Along with a rabbit, who is supposed to take the first m it

4:05, Falcon will have }:||'.‘|:'. of other challengers in the rac Also

in the race are Doug Padilla, the American indoor record holder at
two miles and Montana State’s Shannon Hutler, the NCAA 5,000
meter champ and the TAC 10,000 winner

Falcon does have some experience running the distance that
hardly ever run outdoors. having run several two miles in NCAA
indoor meets and one outdoors as a treshiman at Arkansas in 1986

Falcon also has experience running in the Prefontaine Classi
Last vear, he set a meet record 1n the 5 000 with a then world-leai
ing 14:20.49 that carned him a $5.000 cash bonus

I'he chance to run in the Prefontaine Classic and in tront of the

H.;\\\‘lllr Field tans was a !IlL’. rerdason 1.1|| on e 1cded to return tor
this vear's meet
“1 like running in Eugene at Havward Field," Falcon said . 1

won the NCAA (1,500 in 1988]) here and then being at the
Prefontaine Classic, | got a chance to see the great crowds here

"This i1s certainly the place to go for a record,”" he said

Few records of any kind have been set in American distance run
ning in the last few years, and many consider Falcon the last hope
{81 Saving America in l}lll‘-l‘ events

Falcon can certainly deliver, just like the man the meet was
named for, the late Steve Prefontaine

In 1990, Falcon was the top-ranked American in both the 1,500
and 5,000 meters and was ranked third in the world in the 1,500
He also won the prestigious Dreeam Mile o last year’s Bislett
Games in Oslo

At only 24 he will turn 25 two days abter the Prefontaine Clas
N1 Falcon will likely be carrving the torch for American dis
tance running for several years, but it's a burden he welcomes

“There's not as much pressure as one might think when vou're

having sucoess he sand plus there's some other good, younger
runners out there. But it's a responsibility we have to be willing to
"""l"

Falcon's higgest prot leeny ht b ng to ' 1 1l
best distance really 15 He currently biest ity - m
on the imternational level, but many experts beleve the 5000 15
his best race, as demonstrated 1o last vear's Preton !
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Because he has planned | T T (h
World Championships in Tokye August, Friday
event will be one of the few races Falcon will run this summer

He plans on running at the New York Games in July and twice

Europe in August before heading to the World Championship
Falcon admits that he's sacrific

running often in Europe, but that doesn’t bother him

g large cash bonuses by no
When my coach and | sat down and planned the season, we did

so with the World Championships in mind Falcon said I'he

matn focus 1s to get a medal thers
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TRACK TOWN
PIZZA

One-Ingredient
Pizza for ONLY ...

(Just ask for the Special) (Add'l Ingredient .70)

Why settle for less...
than the BEST!?!

FREE DELIVERY

(Limited delivery area)

484-2799

1809 Franklin Blvd.
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