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While serving with the |

S Marines during the Persian Gulf War

Phato by A

[ miversity student

about the cultural isunderstandings between the West and Middle Fast

War service changes student’s

perspective on differing cultures

By Carrie Dennett

Andy Harris thought he would he able to make

it through the last vear of his six-year comumit

ment to the Marine Corps Reserves withoul inci

thenl
'hen

mg to Camp Pendleton in Califormia tor a month

on Dec B, 19490, he found himsell head
of intensive basic training to prepare tor a tour of
duty in the Persian Gulf

a l

10 days notice

AETTRLEN)

little time to

Harris niversity  political science

Wis given leaving
wrap up his life in Eugene
Students in his Position were given the option
of taking finals early or withdrawing from school
Harris took the middle road. taking a tew finals
and other

wiasn't doing as well in

early withdrawing lrom classes he

fair job ol

Harris said his reserves training did a
preparing him for dutv. but it
Camp Pendleton that made it clear he was going

wais the training al

1o wat
he saud Al

Ara

Ihe training was pretty intense
that pont
bia.’

Ihe full davs of training began with a 5 a m
wike-up and included training in demolitions

we knew were headed tor Saudi

weapons, urban combat and mine detection and
removal

for the highting
realities of war

Harris said

they heading
the
service 1o many of his co-trainees
I think there were a lot of scared people he
said. “"Morale was pretty low
We had heard all about
the chemical weapons
he said

knowing were

brought home and military

the mother of all bat
the Scuds and the

A ot of us didn't

Hes,”
Republican (uard
know for sure if we were coming back
When his unit arrived in Saudi Arabia
immediately went to work building fortifications
and setting up helicopter landing pads
At the same time, training continued tor their

they

expected mission of taking oul mines when LTS
led forces eventually entered Kuwait
Ihe mission was never realized, however
“When we finally did go into Kuwait, wi

found almost no resistance " he sad

Harris said his unit also served as a reserve
force in case of a high casualty rate 4 sCenario
that never materialized

Harris' unit experienced very little danger, he
said. A few people in his unit were shot at but hi
was nowhere near at the time

“The only Iraqis | saw were either captured or

dead.”" he said

One reason his unit saw little action, Harri
said. was because the allies’ technology exces
expectations as successful air strikes eliminated

the need for heavy ground action

Harris said his unit did have a scare th
that the Iragis came across the Saudi border and
took the town of Khatji

His unit was relaxing when they got word
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A\ndy Harnis learned maore

ther drace Werrer Jvitadll I i
i) klv put o I e tiel '

Fhee lragi torce istead headed |1 m hal
about seven mile wayv from wii (4T I wa
camped, yvet Flarris unit remained et Tor
much of the next two day

We were very close to the 1w | sise
them hghting 1n the distano he said We
could see the flashes trom the irtillery in the
night sky

Harris said his gull experivo TN
desire to leave the malitary and his cultural
know ledge of Perstan Gulf nation:

It made me realize even more ow itk
derstanding the vast majonty ot peaple havs
about the rest of the world ™" he said

| think that until we learn to b 1o apen
minded about other wavs ol thougnt, we w
continue to get into thess kinds of onflicts

Harris said prior visits to I'hird World coun

tries gave him a ditferent perspective

I think I learned not to be

sO critical ot other

cultures he said We weren't brought up with

the only way of doing things

Harris said his opinions on cultural differen

litary's attitudes

g against the n and that nu

s

of the soldiers believed the United States
completely in the right
Ihev naively felt that it was a black-and-whit

situation right against wrong he said

Harris satd the Marines do encourage soldiers
to think for themselves, but they also try to
drum into our heads the military Tine

He said if the LS military had more respect

for Islamc culture, il may

image to the civiban ju:]ll.‘!-r".lll‘. i the gt
2i0n
Mavbe more people would have realized t
war 1s not just about statl T 1l
about real i""'l':" just hike themselvi
Harris said he o 1l e it h e peri F
the wull has had a major mpact on han
I has made me aware of the fact that | sl
make the most of myv own hite and opport
(41 i 1
Harris returned home on May 1. He st bvi
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We can't go this way either, Simmons
lines? That s the international cartoon symbol for
He's got us good, the dirty bugger

glass'

See those
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