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University family housing faces major changes

By Brian Hoop

Major changes are coming for family
housing at the University with constru
tion of new apartments and implemen
tation o rewritten governancs ]1|I|ll s
Few students are vel aware of the sigmt
iwance these « h-lllL‘_l'H may have on the
affordability and quality of family hous
Mg as witll as the extent of diminished
studdent partn ||_r.|1'.--!| i tamily housing
ROVOTTnee

Civer the past several yvears, the [Tm
versity has been moving toward the ex
pansion of family housing under pres
sure from both students and community
demands to ecase the housing crisis in
Fugene. At the same bime new gover
nance rules have been implemented by
University Housing which consolidate
adminmistration  control over rent in
creases, gaining the power to automaty
cally imncrease rents by up to 5 percent a
Vedr and the s |'||'|!'.'.'.|l:\: of mamten
ance and the improvements to the apart
effectively neutraliz

wed for students on the family

ments or houses

Housing Board

New housing construction

19490 the Oregon Legislature aille

iteed $11 million in bond issues to fund
o 180 new apart
I user group ol

tv met to deling

[ L ol itera ncluding atfordability
ind desig which would guids
the develo process to Dest serve

students
With approval from the University ad

ministration, construction could begin
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soon. But several obstacles exist which
prresent formidable challenges to the tea
sthility of building at this time and will
hkely result in oa scaled down exXpan
Sian

A major concern to students is the at
tordability of rent for the new apart
ments. Family housing rental rates are
tar below the current iies  of

S450 o SH00 for two

ments. Currently two bedrooms al

zon go for $138, 157 at Westmoreland

ind S180 o S310 to Fast Ca |
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BT | s e st i
Terred i e INnce and renovia
[he voa 15 Wi as the fact that A
vas bult during Waorld War |
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0 between $250 to S140

No o subsidies other than the tree prop

erty tax status of th

have been bult nt
bonds. In eftect, tamily |
meer be signthicantly low cost, thus

deating its ortginal purposs

Other tssues clouding housing dec
sions include the effects of a recession
ind Measure 5 tu

uts which have made concrete demo

tron culs and progran

aphic economic estimates unprediot
Will housing
local economy

iroun ] cam

mough student

Iv housing with im

pending program cuts in Education and
Human Develd ipment and Performance

Programs both of which have high
percentages  of  oldes non-traditional

students?
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Lol e eligibility and low rents
tor (i noially at risk F'wo-n
e tamilies and students with haigher
i in aftord higher rents. Higher
rent would iccessitate o financial

mesaans test a hinancial means test to de
! priority tamily
q-in-:-nxt' ition will

lermi

housing
pay attention to the work ol a Financial
Means Test Committee which 1s seeking
wayvs to facilitate this process

Housing construction  will be far
heaper now than in 30 yvears. The rents
i’!fl‘l-l"\l'-i. now are (oo l.lI._L:". Every eltort
should be made to step-ladder the rent
increases over the average 30-year mort
gage lifetime. With recession it may ap
pear vacancies are on the increase but

that mav be a false sign that more peo
ple are victims of an economic down
and are either homeless or dou
bling up with other families and are not
meeting adequate housing  standards

Make no mistake, there will alwavs be a
need for low-income housing

Students lose power in policy board

Regarding the rewritten governance
pments tor family housing, students
have lost considerable control over rent
il increases and funding of replacement
!.l;‘}lil.l!ll s, Now U'mivers)

will be able to implement

Pt percent rent .:'n:r.:\-"- pi

ir and authorize the purchase ol new

pphiances or lurnure over a o t ol

sthoO00 without student input and aj
Uiniversity Housing would

to schedule maimtenance and o

with as little as 24 hours not
o famihies regardless of

mience such jobs may inflict on the
fent's family

F'he Umiversity's argument s that
maintenance and renovation costs have
been deferred far too long due to stu
dent protests over renl incredases to
point that the quality of the housing is
decaying beyond a point of no return
Mary Tegal, of East Campus, and | have
both testified against these changes, ar
guing they may benefit the University
administration but over the long run
will only deteriorate student respect for
University Housing and will raise rents
to such a high level altogether pricing
low-income students out of the educa
tional market the very students who
were intended to benefit

Students living in family housing
should be very concerned and voice
their outrage to the University adminis
tration staring with University President
Myles Brand, Vice President for Admin-
istration Dan Williams and Director ol
Housing Marge Ramey.

Brian Hoop is the ASUO University
affairs coordinator.
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