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Drug cartel 
to release 
journalists 

H( K ,() i \ (.'olumtna \l’ 
I hr Mrdrllin drug (artel .in 

nouiK rd Sunday d has ordered 
the rtdr.isr of two kidnapped 
journalists m an effort to per 
su.ulr thr government to end 
extradition of suspei led Irat 
f ii hers 

World 
I hr cartel said it ordered 

I ram isi u Santos .nui Marina 
I’a< hun friM'd 

Santos, the editor of < adorn 
hi.i s largest selling iiewspapei 
hi Tiempo was ahclui ted right 
months ago Hr also helongs to 
nui1 of Colombia's most influ 
rntial families 

Fat hon a former, television 
producer who is now tile dim 
tor of the < iolomliiaii Filin Insti 
tulr was kidnapped on Nov O 

Sin is also the sister in law ol 
Sen 1 ,nis Carlos Calan. a lead 
ing presidential randidatr mm 

dried by drug traffic krrs in All 

gust lOH'l 

Neither Santos nor Pat lion 
had appeared b\ late Sundav 
However, it often takes several 
hours for orders to be carried 
out in < olomhia s underground 
drug network 

Santos and Faction were 

among nine journalists kid 
napped hv drug traffickers 
since last year Five have been 
released 

Magazine publisher Diana 
lurbav was killed during a 

tailed rrsi ue mission She was 

the daughter of tormei Fresi 
dent Julio ( esar l urbav 

In I hen statement the cartel 
said they were releasing Santos 
and Faction to erase any 
doubt about out pressure over 

the national constitutional as 

semhlv vv hu h is tmently 
deciding if future extraditions 
should lie allow eil to the 1 lilt 
ed States where main Colom- 
bians an- imiic-tnd on drug 

barges 
I he assembly is expected to 

Vote on the mattei this week 
(’resident Cesar Cavil la ette. 

tivelv am eled the extradition 
policy ill tile first weeks of his 
administration las! year 

(.av iria ottered to prohibit ex 

traditions and reduce prison 
terms oi drug traffic kers it they 
surrendered to authorities 

Three brothers who helped 
run the Medellin artel u ith fu 
gitive Fab to Kscobar Jorge 
Fins jtiau David and Fafiio 
( h hoa ai epted the presi 
dent's otter and surrendered 

immimm in one ol our 

il’ IYIH t.lt O. 

C. jll ro hnj our ubuur i*ur 
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