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Gay Pride Week

I'd like to clarify some things
about Lesbian, Gay and Bisexu
al Pride Week in the hope of
sparing us the usual torrent of
hateful, defensive letters

First, we celebrate Lesbian,
Gayv and Bisexual Pride Week,
but not a heterosexual pride
week because American culture
supports straights. Every time
vou go to a public place or see
any aspect of mass media you
see heterosexuality being exalt
e

In contrast, most of us have
been raised hearing that homo
sexuality and  bisexuality are
evil and shameful That hateful
lie has hurt us all

Queers are at risk every time
we don’t lie about who we are
If you doubt how serious or
widespread this is, get a copy
of the report by the President’s
Task Force on Gay and Leshian
Concerns. It's available for free
at Johnson Hall

If yvou think Pride Week is
somehow “flaunting™ our sex
uality,  consider how  outra
geous public heterosexuality is
When was the last time yvou
saw a TV show or movie with
out a straight couple in 11?7 How
about ads?

I couldn’t count the number
of straight Hnuph'\ | see on
campus  kissing  and  holding
hands Straights  even  an
nounce thelr commitment in
the newspaper

Leshian, Gayv and  Bisexual
Pride Week is a time lor TS
to celebrate. It's our evend. but
~Ir.1|ghf |i|'i|}l|r' can  celebrate
with us and learn. I vyou
choose to attend the events, do
so to learn, not to argue and de
biite

I'rust me. We have heard
more excuses for homophobia

than  any  individual  could

come up with

Irene Hislop
Journalism

Campus tree-t

Foremost among the glories
of the University campus are
the hundreds and hundreds of
ditferent species of trees

University  archivist  kKeith
Richard in his letter (ODE,
April 5) discloses that the cam
pus area was a treeless plain
when the University  first
opened in 1876, except for the
two Oregon white oaks imme
diately north of Villard Hall

Deeper appreciation for the
rich vanety of trees on the cam
pus, precise locations, and the
botanical and common names
were laid out with maps in
“Trees of the Oregon Campus’’
by Kenneth W. knapp. second
edition, 1980

Appreciation of these trees

could be greatly enhanced if
vandal-proof, cement-anchored
bronze plaques could be in
stalled at each tree with the bo
tanical and common name of
the tree and names of the donor

ions about Bush

and the person in whose honor
the tree was planted as well as
the date of the planting

Ihe cost estimates per plaque
come o about $100. Priorities

pPehce Jir\lT!}.‘.

to handle the most signihicant
trees first could be established
Contributions could be recpuest
od for financing and ., after

\ lwed 1n
treees have alwavs had a unigue

robabl » shot
Iy prren tous role in Oregon HERRRIMY be ho -

Charles O Porter
Fugene

we have a strong leader in Bush

BUSh count’y and we live in perhaps

griedlest nation n the

We wish to respond 1o Gerry
Rempel (ODE. Apr. 10) saving

that we disagree with his opin

It is time that Bush receivid
credit for being a great
demt. Rempel’'s remarks typify
the type of attitude maintained
by many of the long-haired
Birkenstock
wearing hberals of Eugene

It is easy to see that most Hib
erals here are anti- Bush
our president. the leader of our
all greal country. I vou

HH‘-‘ILI Vil

tors  against the government

problem with Bush as our pres-
ident. He states in his letter
that “we consider it meddling
in internal affairs to take out
helicopter gunships wreaking
havor

B |||<||

zens,” meaning that we should
be helping the innocent lragi

Cilizemns 1

againmst Hussein

Did  Bush

that our purpose was simply to
expel lrag from Kuwait? Such
shows til!' Il!'llii:t' ol

trivia
Amenca that

to his words

We are tired of this unwritten
rule on campus that Bush can-
not be trusted or liked. If peo-
ple would open their minds we
could have an even more pro
ductive America

upon it

their  struggle We feel that Bush is perhaps
ane of the greatest |I!I"~l[il‘llf‘- of
all time and we are proud of

him

not clearly  state

Jonathon Bernstein
Jim Bridge

our leader sticks Students

You havie the freedom

LETTERS POLICY

anvthing vou ]!|a-.!m>

How can vou disagree?

|\'|'lllpl'i seems 10 have a hig

The Chregon Daily Emerald will attempl to print all
letters containing comments on topics af iterest o the
Uiniversity: community The Emerald resprves the right
fo edit any lewter tor length or style
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Chemical dependency class propagates religion

By Kevin A. Hornbuckle

because their families highly value and instill & sense

Students enrolled in Chemical Dependency (HDEV
410) are being deceived that it is an introduction to
ethically acceptable methods of treating drug addic
tion: In truth, the class is a parade of counselors prop
agating a religious approach to addiction treatment

The approach is called 12:stepism and was made fa
mous by Alcoholics Anonymous. Twelve-stepism s
founded on Protestant revivalism wherein one confess
es one's sins to the public and avows penitence. The
modern expression of this is the 12-step ritual of pro
nouncing to a group of addicts My name s (so-and
so) and I'm an alcoholic

The content of the class offends academic mntegrity
not because it is religious, but because it is and the
speakers try to say it's not. Thev do not admit its true
character when questioned by observant students (o
clients in the treatment centers) who observe what s
indubitably obvious

Most of the time the ideology is disguised in what is
commuonly called psychobabble
buzz words usually riddled with touchy-feely verbiage
implying the speaker knows what he is talking about

pervasive sounding

According to 12-stepism’s own literature, it has
maintained from the start a policy of deception be
cause early AA advocates knew “if we appear to be a
new religious sect, we would certainly be in trouble
s0 we began to !‘Ill[?lhl\l.'l' that AA was a wav of life
that conflicted with no one's religious beliefs

But faith and fact are alwayvs ot odds and therefore
the class is alwavs offensive 1o students who are not
religious and frequently offensive to students of reli
When Phil Zuckerman
who is Jewish, took the class he found that I'here

wits @ religious bent to it that pult a It of prr e oft

gions other than Christianity

For them to s that the person (who i is
helpless s intrinsweally unprodoctive
Cross-cultural research shows that Jewish people are
enerally ch le kKolv 1o become addicted to dru
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of personal responsibility. Dan Kelsay of Serenity Lane
told one class, ““the thing that makes people addicted
to drugs is the drug itself. ™ This idea is based on pi
sonal irresponsibility (e Fhe devil made me do
1], precisely what objective data show to play a cas
ual role in drug addiction

Fhese two observations readily  demonstrate 13

stepisim s rejection of SN al observation SUICIH e
itsel in favor of an approach that in many cases 1s
anti-therapeutic. Drinkers who believe they are power
less fulfill the prophecy and tend to develop strong ad
dictions

(BT kuu: one shred of ulum Tive Support the idea of
|s|-|-\tl||.|1 ;lll\\l'llt'\"lh'-\k 15 llh-.uhmi \||||]|]\ because
self responsibility is inimical to the utmost determinis
tic notion that there is a deity that causes all things
and events including addiction Thus AA’s seminal

Big Book™ exhorts readers to ““Remember we deal
with alcohol cunming, batfling. powerful. Without
help it is too much for us. But there is One who has all
power — that One is God. May yvou find him now!"’

Walt Byrd, M 1D who works for the state and Seren
ity Lane told the class last quarter that a svmptom of
alcoholism is agnosticism. Another Serenity Lane em
ploves put it directly. “If vou're atheist or agnostit
then that s part of vour denial of vour alcoholism
Famed AA founder Bill Wilson wrote *°
alcoholism in disbelievers as a means of punishment

God™ causes

In taith-based systems reason must be cast to the
wind  Since evidence is no longer the bottom line
drug abuse counselors must devise perfidious ways to
sell the faith of 12-stepism lest some critical student
savs, CWait a munute. This just doesn’t make sense. ™’

So the lecturers say the most curious things. To
whit: Last quarter. Harvev Bond, a counselor at Lane

Community College who describes himself as a recov
ering addict, sought to illustrate the unwillingness of
staty rislators to tund addiction prevention programs
by explaining that Legislators don’t want to talk

hey get

about spirituality and that's a real ir[llflif'lll

uncomiortable when vou say that word. " You know
the First Amendment is in trouble when someone savs
the separation of church and state should be ignored
tor the people’s own good. By the wav, Bond currently
taces telony drug charges for allegedly tampering with
drug records and possessing a controlled substance
\s one might guess, he's pleading powerlessness

Last quarter when students rightly told the SHARP
counselor that the 12 steps are religious. he responded
by saving. 'l kind of think of something outside my
self as God Then he tried to explain that turning
one's hife and will over to "God ™ as step three requires
is not an act of rehigion. Similar tactics are used on cli
ents who must be mentally loosened up before un
leashing the evangelism that fills 12-step literature

My requests to address the class on a rational ap
proach to addiction treatment was rebuffed with
groundless excuses. The true believers of 12 stepism
present themselves as concerned individuals out to
help drug addicts. But if vou question the faith, as |
unabashedly do. they have no problem violating the
basic tenets of academic imtegrity or even the 118
Constitution to protect their sacred cow

I'm referring here to people with drug convictions
being required by the courts to go to AA meetings with
their ritual opening and closing prayers and “Higher
Power™™ in between. In cases where individuals have
legally contested such sentencing on civil rights
grounds, the courts have found the 12-step defense of
Uspiritual, not religious’ to be meaningless

In order to preserve academic integrity, the chemical
dependency class lecturers should be made to cease
their proselytizations of “'God. Higher Power,” and
“spiritually. " Or the University should move the class
to the department of religious studies

These notions have no place in a course purporting
a toundation in the behavioral sciences. The quackery
of faith healing was exposed long ago

Aevin Hornbuckle is the founder of the Oregon Insti
tute for Kational Recovery

Wednesday, April 24, 1991

N

R o e e e



